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. . a= Seen eateees ore : 
ies Tumry-Fourta Congress, Ist Session, _THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 1856. New Sentes.,..No. 11. 
vhic ; 
“ex In 1854 the House of Representatives took two || Government of the United States, shall originite in the || The present House of Representatives, it is true 
; ea d and eighteen davs for the civil and diplo- | first branch of the Legislature of the United States, and av do better ths heir predecesso: - od 
ted to buna! cd } . : r. shall not be altered or amended by the second braueh; and || ™8Yy, @0 Detter than their predecessors. It does 
nation matic bill, leaving only twenty-eight days remain- || that no money shaN be drawn from the public Treasury but || not become me to speak of that body. It would 
—e ing before the termination of the s¢ ssi00. Du ing | in pursuance of appropriations to be originated by the first |) be contrary to courtesy and the rules of the Sen- 
the same year we had seventeen days for the || branch. ate todo so. I will simply express the hope that, 
{rmy,and eleven forthe Navy,appropriation bill. || Gentlemen will find this resolution at page 206 || notwithstanding the present indecision in that 
a In 1855 the House allowed ecighty-three days to || of the first volume of Elliot’s Debates of the |) body, it will do better in this regard than its pre- 
nass away before sending us the civil and diplo- || Federal Convention. It was passed on the 16th || decessors, though I must confess it is commencing 
leave matic bill, leaving seven days for its consideration || of July, 1787. On the 26th of July it was re- to do business very slowly. 
“ons, by tne Senate. At the same session we had four || ferred to the Committee of Detail. On the 6th | For the reasons which I have stated, I hope 
The davs for action on the Navy appropriation bil. || of August the proposition was reported by the |, the resolution will be adopted, and that the Com 
mom The statement which I have presented includes |} Committee of Detaal in the first draft of the Con- |} mittee on Finance will inquire into the expedi- 
Y Not only the three principal appropriation bills. The || stitution. A motion to amend it was then re- | ency of reporting the appropriation bills. That 
y. I other small appropriation bills have received the jected, and the consideration of the subject post- || committee can confer unofficially with the proper 
cially came treatment. I think these facts show that || poned. It was subsequently referred to a special || committee of the House of Representatives, and 
opria. the withholding of the appropriation bills by the || committee, and the provision was agreed to, on || see whether it is not possible to make an arrange- 
forty House of Representatives is a practical denial to || the 8th of September, in the form in which it |} ment by which we may appropriate the people’s 
3 and the Senate of the constitutional right to consider |! now appears in the Constitution—the clause con- |} money in the face of day, and not at the dead 
che them. Itis a growing evil, which must be reme- || fining the power to originate appropriation bills |) hour of midnight. The course which has been 
Menee died in some way, or the well-adjusted machinery || to the House of Representatives having been |! hitherto pursued is injurious to the character of 
mek of our Government will be deranged, and ulti- || stricken out. : * || Congress. It tends to create among the people 
8. It mately the whole system must fall. At the last From these facts, I conclude that the only re- || dissatisfaction with our form of covernment. It 
also, session I introduced a bill for the establishment |) striction upon the power of the Senate to origin- || would be more becoming the representatives of a 
ioe ef acourt of claims to relieve us from the con- | ate bills is confined to bills for raising revenue, || great people to appropriate in the face of day, and 
aa sideration of private claims, and to prevent our || and we have full power to originate all others, the || not in the dark hours of night, the vast sums of 
vever, < 


Cc being electioneered with upon those questions. || appropriation bills not excepted. In view of the 
» LON- 


. qui || money which this Government expends. If the 
It was passed into a law, and I hope it will work || facts embodied in the statement which I 












































Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I concur || us to consider. Now howstand the facts? Durin® 


Stitution to give the Senate an equal right with 
the House in regard to appropriation bills. The 


the ses- 


have || resolution be adopted, I hope the committee will 
ae : : : s .% Lewy ’ ! oe will 
hee well. Its object was to remedy a crying evil. I || presented, and which I will hand to the reporter || take the subject into consideration, and if it is 
al k _ ae a ae. A ~ » ‘ i ; 2 
ae pow present to your notice another acknowledged || for the purpose of being appended tomy remarks, || determined that we have the power let us exer- 
at it is I a : x : 2° PP : VI ? 2 ‘ I 
f fs evil. How isitto be remedied ? First, by bring- I think it is expedient that we should exercise || cise it. 
7 ing it to the notice of an enlightened public, and || this power in regard to the appropriation bills. || The follewing is the table referred to: 
g an having an enlightened public mind brought to 
ac bear upon the question. Second, by our consid- Nan OPA which Sees appropriation bills or the support of ee eae we rec —s the 
ed by Se aa aes Ae a aaande : 4G] Senate from the fiouse of hepresentatives—the number of daus of each session expended by the yuse Of Representatives 
J erie W ne ther we have the constitutional powe . | before maturing and passing each bill—the number of days left of each session to the Senate far its action upon each biil— 
slatio to originate the appropriation bills, and, if so, the whole number of days in each session, and the days of adjournment. : ; 
ae whether it is expedient that we should do so. In i - . acsieaeninalinigeeccniants ogre emeseenoaaat a 
ak vel the third place, I think it could be remedied in | | sta) 
aoe some measure by doubling the compensation of || S| -¥ = 
a a members of Congress, and giving it to them in || > | z= . = 
) wit: > : or: : itle ature of ES - 
ot the shape of a salary. I believe it would be || Gongress and session. | Title or nature the Es = 
‘de fe sound statesmanship and true economy thus to a ao aaah - 25 | 3 
e : - . 2 i] |= Q-=~ = } 
Har alter the law concerning the compensation of || = S24 | 3 
ars, > | » z = = 
oh the members of Congress. ls e 
1h . Now, sir, a word or two upon the power of || a 7 
ave eer! EES ct * Fi | faa mma eatin eho tener ane ears - pote renetentiencateniaateniad 
‘chic the Senate to originate the appropriation. bills. Qith Cong., Ist session! Special, or called session, ; 
sila When I first entered upon the consideration of || | no appropriation bills. 
; ° ° . . . P =e . . . y | « 
a ee this question, I thought it exceedingly doubtful ed session Civil and diplomatic.... “| April 21, 1842 2} 269 jAug. 31, 1842 | 
senate - 5 | ” a 7 , 1e S 4 ¢ } “ “1 
ad . whether we had the power, or whether, at any || ee ha ga 42% io an - = Aug. - en 
x it we .¢ oa ptr ass oe PL, |} | I he Navy....+.. soeees|May . 24, 1842 ‘ 26 ng. 842 
House rate » it W ould not be oaarary to the Spirit ot the | Sd session! Civil and diplomatic......]/Feb’y 28, 1843} : 89 (Mareh 3, 1843) 
wae Constitution, to originate the appropriation bills | For the Army..... cooccesiFeb’y 1, 1843) : ev jMarch 3, lt i | 
to the inthe Senate. Further examination and reflec- || | Por the Navy sscessseeeees |Feb'y 9, 1843) 89 |March 3, 184 
oO the : . 3 s Ss] YiVil ¢ atic June 7, 1844) v7 June 7, 184 
= tion have satisfied me that we possess the con- || 28th Cong., Ist session Civi and diplon ee 7; l 14 l l 7 J une 17, 1844} 
whole ee . bree Ce APG dic deside } April 16, 1844) 3 197 jJune 17, 184 
satel stitutional power, and I think our duty to exer- For the Navy.....««. veeee{June — 8, 1844 , 197 \June 17, 1844] 
cise it becomes clear in view of the facts which Qd session| Civil and dipiomatic......|Feb’y 24, 1845 92 |March 3, 1845| 
42, and ar tt . Ri ; | ma? east o | a ies | 
n 1935 I have stated. The constitutional provision upon || | od the Army..... eeecees |ostei L, 345 % 2 jo rp 3, 1&45 
od. Se Nt as a ie ‘hb | FOr the NAVVecss cccccccs irch 1, 1845) 90 2 92 |March 3, 1845} 
hat ap- rae Ganers ads as follows: be : |; 29th Cong., lst session} Civil and diplomatic...... |May 29, 1846) 180 73 253 |Aug. 10, 1846 
> of the * All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House || : | For the Army......++. »ee(May 20, 1846 171 2 253 lAug. 10. 1846 
L ‘| mT “ Representatives ; but the Senate may propose or concur | ror. toe MAve .. nascivences June 16, 1846 188 65 253 jAug. 10, 1846 
y which with amendments, as on other bills.”? 2d session’ Civil and diplomatic......|Feb’y 6, 1847 62 25 87 |Mareh 3, 1847 
de. In Although we are not altogether prohibited | Por the Army...... cceeee Feb’y 24, 1847) 80 7 87 (Mareh 3, 1847 | 
rk two from originating bills appropriating revenue, an || | For the Navy.....- «...+0id Jan’y 30, 1847) no o 67 [March 3, 1647 | 
he civil o a oe es re 30th Cong., Ist session Civil and diplomatic........ July 22, 1848 230) : | 253 j Aug. 14, 1848} 
te appropriation of revenue necessarily involves the || For the Army..... sceeeee/August 7, 1848} O16 953 lAug. 14, 1843] 
Sena necessity of taxation, and, therefore, I thought || | For the Navy.......cceces June 22, 1848 20) 253 |Aug. 14, 1848 | 
— that perhaps it might be as well to allow the | 2d session eee Jan’y - aaa = 8 - — ae 
Senate ahnen - os . +6 ys | | For the Army..... eeceees van y 2D, 1549) o> % March J, 14! 
oon ‘| propriation bills to originate in the House of | Menten Mawt...... .. ior lReb y | 7) 1849) 66 90 |March 3. 1s49| 
" +4 epresentatives, where the great taxing power Is | 3ist Cong., Ist session Civil and diplomatic....../Aug. 28, 1850] 269 302 |Sept. 30, 1850} 
appr confided by the Constitution, the members of that For the Army ..cocscccces Sept. 26, 1850) 298 302 |Sept. 30, 1850} 
resent: House being the immediate representatives of || __| For the Navy...... coeses Dept, 34, 1850 296 302 |Sept. 30, 1850) 
he civil = 5 . . 2d session Civil and diplomatic...... Feb’y 26, 1851) 37 92 |Marech 3, 1851} 
d for the people aud the grand inquest of the nation. || | For the Army........... . Feb’y 28, 1851) 9 3 92 |March 3, 1851 
n son An examination of the proceedings of the con- || For the Navy.,...0 «sess. March 3, 1851) 92 part of last day. 92 |March 3, 185] 
sees he vention which formed the Constitution shows || 32d Cong., lst session) Civil and diplomatic...... Ang. 12, 1852} 256 19 275 {Aug. 31, 1852 | 
1¢ * od * var . ray Awe ; R56 ¥ r 975 f ' 5) } 
- , ‘ that the original resolution agreed to by the || a os a Yreces sereees res = +e = > da [Aug. = at 
as i . > .h a» - |] "or the Navy.... ... scan: J 5) BS 975 if ia R52 
t on ; convention, and the original draft of the Consti- I 94 session| Civil and diplomatic.......{Feb’y 21° 1853 73 10 83 |March @. 1853! 
cal » tution, contained a clause prohibiting the origin - | | For the Army......+.+... Peb’y 12, 1853) 69 19 88 [March 3, 1853 
‘he sil ation of appropriation bills in the Senate, and || | For the NAVY. +++. o-eeee ee Feb’y 28, od A. 3 fo |Mareh 3, 1859 
alas Rs that power exclusively to the House of Cong., Ist session nehoed appa atic — 10, poe = - oar re 2 reo 
u - ints 24 x a oh | = ‘1 Veweenetenene 5 wis nt axes , . f, ane 
aa Presentatives; but, towards the close of the | For the Navy..-... .......July 27) 1854] 035 1! 246 jAug. 7, 1854 
ee Session of the convention, the clause conferring || Qd session Civil and diplomatic......'Feb’y 24, 1855) 83 7 90 |March 3, 1855 
art j the power upon the House of Representatives | | ave the Army.....+...... ee 2, rest 2% 66 se March 3, 1856 | 
— uione was stricken out; thereby showing a clear | or the Navy watdelson = March 3; reo 
en sitte intention on the part of the framers of the Con- a ae ie a a ee ae 7 
1st 
| 
| 
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“il and | with the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania || the last Congress, and the Congress preceding 
ivi : 


i, At original proposition agreed to by the convention || in the view which he has takenof the importance that, the appropriation bills came here so late that 
fo the reads as follows: || of this subject, and I regret that what he has said || it was utterly impossible for the Senate to do jus- 
ted fot “Resolved, That all bills for raising or appropriating || did not receive more general attention by the Sen- || tice to itself and to the country in the examination 
a, bill money, and for fixing the salaries of the officers of the || ate. Thereis hardlyamore important subject for || of them; and now ave can predict almost with 
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certainty, that, during the heats of the next sum- 
mer, when members are exhausted and worn out, 
aday or two before the close of the session some 
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of the most important appropriation bills will | 
be presented here, when we have not the oppor- | 


tunity—when in fact we have not the physical 
ability to examine them. 
session, we are usually exhausted by the heat; we 
are worn out by the length of the 
appropriauions pass, taking hundreds upon hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars out of the ‘Treas- 
ury, without the knowledge of one half the mem- 
bers of the Senate. This is notan evil of recent 
growth. It has been an < vilever since I have 
known the Senate. It was almostas bad twenty- 
seven vears avoas IClIs now, and nomeasures have 
ever been taken to arrest this state of things. 
Now, sir, I rise only for the purpose of making 
one or two remarks, to point out the remedy to 
which the honorable gentleman from svl 


session; and 


Pennsyl- 
vania has referred; for that is the important point 
to consider. What is to be done? Everybody 
admits the existence of this monstrous evil. What 
is to be done toreme dy it? Ek has made several 
aap I have heard othe: 
thas been proposed that we pass a rule, and de- 
clare that we will not receive from the House of 
Representatives and act upon an 
bill if it comes here so as to deny us sixty days 
for the consideration of the bill. That would 
be very well, perhaps, if we would stand by and 
enforce our own rule, and the other House could 


sucrestions., 


appropriation 


At that period of the | 


also understand that we intended to enforce it; | 


but they understand us as well as we do our- 
selves. They know very well that, whatever 
rule we pass, the exigencies of the occasion will 
require of us to repeal our rule, in order that some 
most important appropriations may be passe d: 
so that I should look upon a rule of that sort as 


a perfect brutwm fulmen, coming to nothing inthe | 


end. 

The honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has suggested another remedy. He undoubtedly 
is right in the view which he takes of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 
in the Constitut'on to prevent us from originating 
money bills here 
land, where that right resides solely with the 

sritish House of Commons. We are prevented 
from introducing revenue bills, but bills for an 
appropriation we have as much right to introduce 
as the other House has. Now, if it could be 
arranged between the Commiitee on Finance of 
this body, and the Committee of Ways and 


There is nothing 


4 . . 
It is not here as it is in Ene- | 


Means of the House of Ri presentatives, that cer- | 


tain bills of a vastly important character should 
originate there, for instance, the general civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill, while the Senate’s 


committee were originating and considering the | 


Army and Navy appropriation bills, (thus di- 
viding the labor, and enabling our committee to 
devote itself to one great subject, while the gen- 


tlemen of the committee in the other House | 
were devoting themselves to another,) I think a | 


great improvement might come out of that. In 
that way we might send them, three or four 
months before the end of the session, the Army 


and Navy appropriation bills, and they might | 


send the general civil and diplomatic appropria- 
uon bill here at the same time. 

Sir, I repeat again, the evil is becoming a ery- 
ing one. Every experienced member of Con- 
gress knows that, in consequence of the existing 
mode of legislation, the Senate is virtually de- 


"a of power to consider and examine, as | 


comes it, and as it is its duty todo, some of the 


most important measures of legislauion proposed | 


for the country. 
Mr. HUNTER. As I understand it, Mr. 


President, this is simply a resolution of inquiry. 


It directs the Committee on Finance to inquire | 


into the expediency of originating the appropria- 
tion bills in this body. 
seems to me that it isa proper resolution. It is 
a proper subject for the Senate to inquire into, 
whether they will depart from the practice which 
has existed since the origin of the Government, 
in regard to the appropriation bills. As to the 
question of power, I think there can be no sort 
of doubt. We exercise the power in almost every 
little pension case, and in thousands of bills in 
which we appropriate money. The restriction of 
the Constitution has been decided in this body to 
apply only to those bills which provide for raising 


In that point of view, it | 


i| 








| 
} 


appropriation bills. It is a mere question of ex- 
pediency and courtesy. 
mode which the Senator from Pennsylvania has 
suggested is probably the right one—that the 
Committee on Finance should inquire into the 
expediency of originating those bills in this body. 
In re card to the history of k oislation for many 


years past upon this important subject, I have 
nothing to say. That history speaks for itself, 
and needs pocomment. I believe that itis proper 


that this subject should be inquired into by the 
committee, who, doubtless, will soon make some 
report upon it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, the inquiry sug- 
gested by this resolution will, I venture to predict, 
result in nothing. There is no question about 


the power of the Senate: there is no question | 


about the enormous evils suggested by the hon- 
orable Senator from Delaware; but this is not 
the remedy. Neither House, usually, has any 
difficulty in regard to the ordinary appropriations. 
They are generally such as are estimated for’*by 
the Departments. " Theirestimates are sometimes 
curtail in regard 
to them there is usually very litile difficulty. The 
F e appropriation bills at the 
( ws entirely out of the 
amendments added to them. Every bad thing, 
every job, every proposition that cannot stand 
discussion, is put into an appropriation bill, in 
way of amendment. 
One of the greatest evils in our Government at 
action of the 
Executive Departments upon such propositions. 
‘I hey send us, at the commencement ofa session, 
estimates of appropriations required for the year; 
but Senators and Members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives who want particular appropriations 
for particular objects the outside jobbers, the 
outside influence that want things done—“fo fre- 


d. and sometimes enlarged; but 


ing’in the 


. ° i, sor . 
ose of; the session 2 


1 } 
} f hring 
CVil GL tebitic 


‘ 
1 
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y +} her hw 
one Hiouse or the otner, oy 


the present time arises from the 





quently to the Departments—to the Treasury, 
or War, or Navy, or some other Denartment— 
and get a recommend from a ‘Secretary. 
During my short service in this body, I have seen 
Senators come here, within two hours of the final 


passage of an appropriation bill, with a pocket 


ation 


full of recommendations for appropriations from 
the Departments. The result is, that millions of 
money are voted that ought not to be voted, and 
would not be voted if the Senate and House of 
Representatives had an opportunity for examina- 
tion and consideration. ‘T'o the greagscandal of 
the two Houses, improper appropriations are, in 
this way, inserted in the appropriation bills. 
Now, what is the remedy for this state of 
things? The Senator from Delaware seems to 
think that no rule which we can make will be ef- 
fectual asa remedy. I tell him that if the evil 
cannot be cured by arule, it cannot be done by the 
course now suggested. If an appropriation bill 
were to be introduced into this body to-morrow, 


and we should pass it in a month and send it to the | 


House of Representatives, it would lie there until 
within a few days of the close of the session. 
Gentlemen may recollectthat, during the last Con- 
gress, the House did send us some of the appropri- 
ation bills months before the close of the session. 
They came to this branch of the Legislature. 
We took up the subject in due time,—our com- 
mittee did its duty in good time,—and sent them 
back with very many amendments. One of those 
bills was returned to us in the last hours of the 
session with a long string of amendments—fifty 
or sixty I think—in regard to which the two 
Houses disagreed. The statement of the fact 
which I have just mentioned shows where the 
mischief is. It does not depend on the time when 
the appropriation bills are introduced and passed 
by one House orthe other. When anappropri- 


ation bill is sent here by the House of Represent- 
They are sent | 
to the House, and they put on additional amend- || 
It has been part of the policy of those | 


atives you put on amendments. 


, ments. 
who endeavor to obtain bad appropriations—ap- 
propriations that ought not to pass—appropria- 
tions that would not pass if they were fairly 
investigated by either Si oube—ib hold back the 
appropriation bills until investigation becomes 
impossible,and then to offer their propositions as 
amendments, 

An experience of eight or ten years as a mem- 


GLOBE. : 


revenue—taxingbills. 1 believe it has never been |! other House, and my observation here, h 
disputed here that we have the power to originate || taught me that the true remedy, on the part of the 


It seems to me, that the | 


January 7, 


ave 


Senate at least, is to adopt a rule that the Sena. 
will not consider any amendment which js ines 
introduced a certain number of days before th 
end of the session, say twenty or thirty days an 
as to allow nothing to be added to an a nie. 
pwation bill which has not been investigated 
Then, if we adhere to the rules, we shall not gp¢. 
fer our bills to be crowded with amendment 
which ought not to be there. Since I have been 
a member of Congress T have known eases to hp 
provided for in appropriation bills, when senarats 
bills for the same purpose had been defeated again 
and again on their own merits. Questions haya 
been debated during a session, fair! y considered 
and defeated by overwhelming majorities; ay 
yet they have been tacked to an appropriation bj 
in one branch, and then carried through, by tho 
agency of a committee of conference, in spite of 
nine tenths ofthe members of one or both Houses 
If a Senator objects to some provision of an i 
propriation bill, he is told he must take it as q 
totality or defeat the bill. This is a erying oy. 
rage—it is an enormous evil; and we are almost 
as guilty as if we connived at the wickedness 
which goes through Congress every year on the 
appropriation bills. 

| have suggested the propriety of adopting a 
rule by which we shall consider nothing but ree. 
ularappropriations, and not consider amendments 
proposed in either House without an opportunity 
for their examination having been afforded. Foy 
our own protection we ought to do this, and we 
ought to protect ourselves against the House of 
Representatives and their committees, as well as 
our own; and we ought to say that we will not 
consider any amendment involving a new appro- 
priation which is tacked to a bill within thirty 
days of the close of a session. I trust the Sen. 
ator from Pennsylvania, who has turned his at- 
tention to the subject, will propose that or some 
oth¢r measure—not to hasten the appropriation 
bills; that will not cure the evil, for I do not care 
when you pass the bulk of them. The great object 


a4 


a 





to be accomplished is to cut off those amendments 
by which jobs are created on the last night of a 
session in both Houses. 
|| Mr. SEWARD. I shall vote very cheerfully 
| for this resolution of instruction to the Committee 
on Finance to inquire into this subject; but I deem 
it proper to say now, that I do not, by any means, 
intend to commit myself to the proposition that 
the measure proposed is right in itself, or that it 
is right in view of the Constitution. It is true 
that, according to the letter of the Constitution, 
appropriation bills may be originated by the 
Senate, for they are not strictly revenue bills; 
yet we all know that, in point of fact, they have 
come into the place of revenue bills. We make 
a revenue bill but once in ten or twelve years, 
| and these appropriation bills are in fact what were 
| intended, I suppose, by the framers of the Con- 
stitution, as bills of revenue. They appropriate 
| the revenue which is only regulated by a bill 
passed once in a period of several years. Now, 
notwithstanding all the inconveniences attendant 
on the present mode of transacting business, | 
| am quite satisfied that this branch of the national 
legislation is most safely reposed in the House of 
| Representatives of the United States—represent- 
atives from limited districts, the direct represent 


|| atives of the people themselves, and not of the 
|| States—representatives responsible to the people 


| directly andimmediately at the expiration of every 
| two years. I think it would be very much to be 
| deplored, so far as concerns the appropriation of 
the public money, that it should in any degree be 
| withdrawn from that House and concentrated in 
| the Senate of the United States. As the tendency 
| of things strikes me, it is now, as it has for many 
years been, to concentrate in the Senate a larger 
share than in the House of the various legislation 
Which the country requires. That happets 59, 
because the number of this body is smaller; be- 
| cause its rules, therefore, are more practicable, 
and business can be more feasibl transacted; 
|| whils, on the other hand, the consutution of te 
| other House is such that business is more slow!y 
| transacted, and with greater difficulty. Buti I 
know anything of the constitution of the two 
Houses, what 1 do know has led me to believe 
that proposed appropriations are more carefully 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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) ber of the Committee of Ways and Means of the |! examined by committees in the House of Rep- 
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tatives than they naturally wou Id be here; 











yer iif this be not the fact, and if our com- 
‘ equal, yet there is a more strict sense 
lity on the part of the m vers of 

Louse in regard to the fiscal affairs of th 
. t. Itis for these reasons, while I think 
ly i wy tort Luc vel i s 

‘| d—and lam willing to 

f inauiry—lI yet, at the 

. lieving it will be right, 

0 + strictly within the spirit 
ef titution, for us to assume this great 
h of business, which prop. rly belongs to 


s 

nmons of the count (= House of Rep- 
ives—ace -ording to the. previous se ttled 

‘ of the country. 
Vr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I am inclined 
+ concur with the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Toomss.] as to the best method to effect the ob- 
t which I believe all Senators desire. While 
‘ ntleman from Delaware has very little faith 
nd very little reliance on, any rule which m: Ly 
lopted, I am inclined to believe that more 
eood may result from the adoption of rules, either 
j hye Senate separately, or by both Houses 
than in any way. I think the 
~osotution is broad enough as it now stands to 
the Committee on Finance to conclude 
igation by reco amen ding any 
i! r judgme nt, shall be deemed best. 
Now I think that a joint rule of the two Houses 
a iid authorize and make it compulsory, 


Senate committec e, to report 


othe r 


wocess 








if you please, on the 


n of the: appre ypriation bills, whilst certain 

( ! yuld | reported in the Liouse at the 
! me, thus ‘enabling the Senate to be acting 

| ly en one class of the appropriation bills 
\ the Hone ‘wits acting on another, would be 


desirable, and in that way the amendments to 
ils could be acted on deliberately. I think 
t rule (arule which could not be abrogated 
nulled by a vote of either be nosy by itself) 

which 1 require 


» be adopted, 

marily upon an appr ropriation bill within 

a limit d amet rofd aysb fore th 1e session should 
I believe that much of the evil which 


hould 


eonciude, 

we experience in relation to our protracted sit- 
tines, and to the obnoxious matter that eects in- 
corporated into an appropriation bill, could thus 
{ yords 1. 


Sir, in my "judgment, all the appropriation bills 
should be passed by both Houses of Congress 
many days i ‘fore the time when their sessions 
terminate. An appropriation bill ought to be 
submitted tothe Senate with a sufficient time in- 
tervening between its final action upon it and the 
conclusion of the session to justify the House or 
the Senate inactually killing the bill; giving them 
time to originate another, if there were enough 
objectionable matter contained in it to authorize 
that course. Now, however, we are compelled to 
take an appropriation bill as itis. The Govern- 
mentis to be obstructed in its ordinary functions, 
unless we take an appropriation bill as it is pre- 
sented to us, with all the objectionable matter 
which it mz Ly contain. 

I think these are suggestions which are worthy 
at least of the consideration of the Committee on 
Finance; and, however feeble and however inef- 
fectual may be an effort to remedy the evils under 
which we suffer, I believe sincere ly that,by rules 
; "re, and by joint rules binding on “both Sranches 

f Congress, more good can be ‘accomplished than 

by any other process. 


_ Mr. BAYARD. 
before the Senate is s simply a resolution of in- 
qury, and I should not indulge in a single remark 
in reference to it but for what was said by the 
honorable Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] 
it the conclusion of his remarks. This is not 
the first time that that honorable Senator, as it 
seems to me, has indulged in a line of remark 
calculated to impair the dignity and proper weight 

the government of the body of which he is a 
member. That portion of his remarks to which 
lallude is the contrast which he atte mpted to 
draw between the Senate, as representing the 
te sovereignties, and the House of Re »present- 
*S as representing the power of numbers. 


That 


In 


Ne 


atiy 


Oars is the form of organization of our 
Without the and it is well for it that it is so. 
Vithout that mixed form of government, we 


uld hardiy have expected the Federal Union to 
‘ast as long as it has. But for that principle, it 





Mr. President, the resolution | 


' trate in the Senate any 
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nett. ere chia; either have been concentrated into 
a popular sovereignty, or have becom: 
bered Un ion. 
Mr. President, 
gument on this question; but the idea was throw 


out, thoug} 


a dism« m- 


I do not mean to ro intoany te 





notprofessed| V Stated, mt 


ca, Veet York, that ther W 


of the Senator 


of unconst 


an aspect itutional riya bout t inq ry 
which this resolution proposes, or at least about 
the action to which it may lead. On what ground? 
The Constitution of the United States places the 


y 
the United States, for all | 
purposes, pre cisely on the 
House of Re pre sentatives. 
branches. 


Senate of eTrsnmiive 


th 


Pa as the 
The y are coordinate 
It is true,in our form o lies rnment, 
the one represents the soverel: gnty of the States— 
the other the popular sentiment of the country; 
but there is no more weight to be attached to the 
action of the one than to that of the other. Most 
assur dly, t the Constitution gives no ecreater au- 
thority to the one body than to the The 
fiat of each is necessary for all purposes of legis- 
lation, and that was the intention of the 
of our Government. 

the princi 1} le of State 


same 


other 


framers 
It was intended, further, that 
sovert ienty represented her 


ld operate as a check upon the power of 
sent a in the other House, or else 
od 


numbers repr 
vy misread the Federal Nena 


shou 


I entire] 
Now, sir, [ would not derogate from the weight 
of numbers; I do not wish to impair ’ the effect of 
the public opinion ef the whole country; but I 
still think that our form of Government requires 
that we should maintain the Senate in its proper 
position; not that we should attempt to concen- 
powers 


that do not belong 


to it. But how is it concentrating such powers? 
What is the meaning of the language of the hon- 


erable Senator fron New York, when he tells us 
that the Senate is concentrating powers in itself 
apart from the other House? For any purpos« 
of legislation, all we do here is virtually useless 
unless concurred in by the House. The 
fact that we pass upon an appropriation bill first 
does not prevent the subsequent thorough exami- 
nation of it by the House of Re ‘presentatives; but, 
on the other hand, the sy ste m that has been hith- 
erto maintained has been, that appropriation bills 
have come to us at so late a pe riod, that it has 
been impossible to die ‘uss them In the Senate, and 
we have been forced oftentimes to ado; 
which otherwise would not have been adopted, 
even in the shape of apy Further, 
under the pernicious system whi exists, of 
tacking general legislation to appropriation bills 
we have been forced into the 
legislative measures, without even the sem! 
discussion for the pur; 
whether they were right or wrong. 

Sir, I hold—and this is the object of my re- 
marks now—that the Senate of the United States 
stands on a footing of * uali ty with the House 
of Representatives of the Unite “d States. Though 
the one represents the popular sentiment, and 
the other 1 . presents the sentiment of the people 
of States, they equally represent the popular sen- 
timent of ‘the country in its true, proper, and 
constitutional sense. They equally have a right 
(with the exception prese ribed in the ¢ 
tion as to 


other 


, 


it measures 


ropri ALLOnS. 


} 
adoption of reneral 
t 


lanee 


determining 


ose oft 





Sonstitu- 
bills for raising revenue) to initiate all 


| legislative proceedings. 


I am at a loss to conceive on what ground the 
charge is made against this body, that we have 
attempted to concentrate legislative powers in our 
hands. Where, when, and on w hat occasion ? 
The charge is without specification, but it goes 
forth to the country with the sanction of the honor- 
able Senator from New York. I can understand, 
Mr. President, that a gentleman holding a distin- 
guished position from one of the largest States in 
the Union might desire to make such an impres- 
sion upon the country that, if this Gove rome nt 
should be transferred from a mixed re public into 
& pure demoeracy, in which the power of num- 
bers alone should rule, popul: ur sentiment might 
give greater individual influence to him, as head- 
ing one of the largest States. I can understand 
that; but I trust that objects or motives of that 
kind will neve r, in the judgment of the Senate 
of the United States, lead them to abandon their 
true and just pésition in the legislation of the 
country. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
has been s 
rules. 


Mr. Preside nt, something 
said in this debate as to the efficacy of 
Since I have had any knowledge of this 
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joint rules of the two 


body, we have 
Houses, 


had two 
which L wall re - 
‘18. No bill that shall haw pyres 


ed one House, shall be 


it for concurrence to the other on either of the last three 
ave of the session 

‘17. No bill or resolution that shall have passed the 
Hou Representaitves and the Senate, shall be pre- 
: ito 0 { ed States, for his appro 
batio ont t the se n 





members here, if 
not been abrogated at 
very session of Congress for thé last twenty years? 


and it shows whatthe 


Now, sir, Lappeal to all the 


joint rules have 


‘ 
NO one can 


deny this fact; 


effect of a jointrule is. Uf, however, it be deemed 
by honorable gentlemen that a rule be of any 
7s . , . , ¢ 
beneht to cure this ev il, I am pert ctly Vv illing to 


accept it. Lonly wish it to be understood that, 


in my judgment, the rule will not have the effect 
intende d, and ihat there must he some other 
rem dy bay ted. | hope the wisdom of the Com- 


mittee on Finance will « ids le them to apply some 


other remedy ret rid of this evil. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Cray in 
the chair.) The agreeing to the 
resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania. 


in order to 





question is on 


The resolution was adopted. 
COLONEL BI 

Mr. FOOT. I ask the Senat 
to the consideration of the 
introduced this day week, in r to Colonel 
Roberts. I understand that the Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. | some 


-NJAMIN S. ROBERTS. 
now to proce eed 
resolution whic h I 
ference 
Brown] desires to submit 
remarks upon it before it shall be referred to the 
ng the 
I introduced at the same time, 
a joint resolution t¢ ) request the 
“a sword, 


a 


v et : q ‘ = 4] > ‘. a 
rmmiuttee on Military \ urs, that Del 


movon pending. 
Pre sick nt to cause 


; : : : 
with suitable devices, to be presented to 





Colone! Roberts, in testimony of the hieh sense 
entertained by Congress of his gallantry and goo@ 
conduct at the storming of Chepultepec and teking 
of the city of Me cl . ti uchastheS a 
are acting upona determination not to receive bills 
or resoitio requiring tne coordinate action of 
+] | re : poe eRe f , . 
the other Liouse, until branch of Congress 
shall be orean d, that joint resolution Is with- 
P ! ! 

drawn for the tim 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
resu d the consideration of the follow r"reso- 
luti 

R ?, Thatthe renort of Bentamin 8. Robert Cnan- 
tain of the Rifles, made to General Twiggs, ont to 
! 1 Am » fine 4 hy ' ‘ ' tod 
upon the Capitol of Mex and whi ie ha ul ] 
to the keeping of Cap I erts in th rinins Che 

1 und t tak 7 i of Mex » v ing date 

ci of M m2 b | be f , 1 
the files in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, and 
be printed ; and that the President pro tempore of the Sen 
ate cause anu engrossed co thereot tol loposited in the 
Department of State with the flag whose bistory it gives, 


and which has already been deposited in said Departmen 
by order of the Senate. 

The on Mr. Foor’ 
tion to refe® the resolution to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. 
lected by the 
the flag 


pending question was $ mo- 


President, it will be reeol- 
older members of this body that 


mentioned in the resolution 


was intro- 
dt iced into the Senate on the second of June, 1848, 
by Mr. Davis, then a Senator from Mississippi, 


and now Secretary of Wa 
of that vear, as Is shown by the 
sented a document in relation to that flag. 
document then presented is the one which is now 
call . for from the files, by the Senator from Ver- 
mont. On the intreduction of 
¢ de 


! 
' 
in the Senate between M 


On the Ist of July 
Journal, he 


pre- 
The 


that dor ument, as 
iS show ibyt . diss ussion 


r. Davis and Mr. 


‘bates in Congress, 


arose 





Foote, of Mis: issippi, which the curious on that 
subject may find at page 890 of the Coneressional 
Globe of that year. I shall not detain the Sen- 

! ifficient for me to remark 


or Foote thought that, in the 


ate by reading it: it is s 
that Senat paper 
vhich was then pre was done to 
Major General Quitman, who commanded the 
forces under whom, and at the head of whom, 
the first flag was placed upon the Capitol of Mex- 
ico. The paper which is offered does not disclose 
the fact that General Quitman was in the action 
atall, had anything to do with the command, or 


chnted, injustice 








rave any orders which led to the pl inting of that 
flag upon the wi Mexico. Because of this 
unintentional injustice—I am willine to admit 
that it is unintentional—to the maior general 
commandiagz the forer s, Senators at that day ob 


je ected to having this paper yaced upon the files 


of the State Department, as giving the corroet 





Rianne E Tey 7 
ne SR oi 


a 





nt _ 


history of the transaction. Itis notéd in the de- 


bates thatananery controversy arose in reference | 


10 it. ‘That portion of the debates has been sup- 
pressed, and very properly suppressed, in my 
judgment. 

As I intend to make the paper part of my 
remarks—I mean the one alluded to by the Sen- 


ator from Vermont, which he desires to have |} 
printed, and enrolled on parchment, and filed in | 


the State Department—I send it to the Secretary ’s 
desk, and ask to have it read. 

‘The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Crry or Mexico, September 17, 1847. 

Sin: J have the honor to return the American flag you 
jutrusted to wy keeping in the storming of Chepultepee 
and the taking of the city of Mexico. Your charge to me 
was: “1 expect that flag to be the first planted upon the 
Capitol of Mexico.” The commussion has been executed, 
and the first American flag that ever floated upon the 
Yalace of the Capitol of Mexico is now returned to you. 


It was also the — planted on the five-gun battery || ¢. Se ee eae tare ee oa 
by the Rifle regiment between Chepul- | | from the record without some effort on my part, 


stormed and carries 
tepec and the Garita. 


it was also the first planted on the batteries at the Garita, | 


and the first on the Citadel of Mexico. 
It was carried by Sergeant Manly, of “ F’? company, 


whom I selected to bear so distinguished @ flag, and the | 


anticipations I entertained of his doing honor to the banner 
of his country were not disappointed. 1 desire to commend 
him to your special consideration. 


This flag would bave been returned through him, but for | 


a severe wound which confines him to his quarters. It is 


proper that I should state that { was not with the flag when | 


planted on the battery at the Garita, and when planted on 
the battery between the Garita and the city, having been 


detained to guard the prisoners taken ut the five-gun bat- | 


tery assaulted by my storming party. On inspection, you 
will perceive that this flag has been pierced six times by 
the balls of the enemy. 
1 have the honor to be, with high regard, &e., 
B. 8. ROBERTS, Captain Rifles. 
General D. FE. Twiaes, Commanding Second Division. 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, it will be seen, | 
g@rom the reading of that letter, that [ was correct | 


in saying that it makes no mention whatever of 
Major General Quitman. Captain Roberts seems 
to have received this flag from General Twiggs, 


who was not in command at the time when this | 


service was performed. It will be further re- 
marked, that Captain Roberts states in his dis- 
patch that the flag was ‘the first planted on the 
five-gun battery stormed and carried by the rifle 
reciment between Chepultepec and the Garita.”’ 
He also says that it was * the first planted onthe 
battfries at the Garita, and the first on the cil- 
adel of Mexico.’’ He afterwards remarks, how- 
ever— 


. . | 
‘It is proper that I should state that I was not with the 
flag when planted on the battery at the Garita, and when | 


planted on the battery between the Garita and the city.’ 


If Colonel Roberts was not present, the history | 
of the transaction ought to state how he came in | 
possession of the fact, that this precise flag was | 
the first raised at those two points, for he admits | 
himself not to have been personally present, and, | 


therefore, he must have derived his information 
from some other quarter. 


tangle myself; but itis better, when weare settling 
a transaction of this sort, in which the reputation 
of gentlemen who have rendered distinguished 
services to the country is somewhat involved, to 
turn our attention to the report of the General-in- 
Chief. I ask that the commitiee who shall have 


this question in charge will turn their attention to | 


Major Gen. Scott’s report, dated ‘* Headquarters 
of the Army, National Palace of Mexico, Septem- 
ber léth, 1847,’ to be found in the first volume 
of Senate documents, first session Thirtieth Con- 


gress, 1847and 1848, beginning at page 375. From | 


that paperit willbe seen that the General-in-Chief, 
after giving an account of certain consultations 
between officers of the Army, and stating the 
views expressed by them, says: 

* Those views I repeatedly in the course of the day com- 
municated to Major General Quitman; but being in hot 
pursuit—gailant himself and ably supported by Brigadier 
Generals Shieldsand Smith—Shields badly wounded before 
Chepultepee and refusing to retire—as well as by all the 
officers and men of the column, Quitman continued to 
press forward under flank and direct fires ; carried an inter- 
mediate battery of two guns, and then the gate, before two 
clock in the afternoon, but not without proportionate 
loss, increased by his steady maintenance of that position.”’ 


«After giving some further account of the day’s 
transactions, he says: 

* Quitman within the city, adding several defenses tothe 
position he had ‘won, and sheltering his corps as well as 
practicable, now awaited the result of daylight under the 
guns of the formidable citadel, yet to be subdued.” 

After the whole fighting .was over, General 
Scott gives an account of a visit of a deputation 


THE CONG 


| upon taking it upon his own terms. 








Out of that has grown | 
some conicoversy in which I do not wish to en- | 








of the city—the city couneil—who waited upon 
him, for the purpose of surrendering the eity on 
terms which he promptly rejected, and insisted 
After the 
interview he says: 

* At the termination of the interview with the city depu- 


tation, I communicated, about daylight, orders to Worth 
and Quitinan to advance slowly and cautiously (to guard 


| against treachery) towards the heart of the city, and to oc- 
| Cupy its stronger and more commanding points. 


Quitman 
proceeded to the great plaza or square, planted guards, and 
hoisted the colors of the United States on the national palace, 


| containing the hallsef Congress and executive departments 


” 


of federal Mexico. 

Now, sir, when it is proposed to do honor to 
national flags because they were first planted 
upon the walls of Mexico, I do not choose that the 
name of the major general in command, espe- 


cially when that major general is a distinguished 


citizen of my own State, shall be wholly omitted 


as his representative in this body, to see justice 
done him. Iam as willing as the Senator from 


| Vermont to award all possible honors to Captain i 


Roberts, but I will never consent to see the honors 
of the nation bestowed upon a captain in the line 
to the exclusion of his major general; and espe- 


cially when, in doing honor to that captain, for | 
auglit that appears on the paper, Major General | 


‘Twiggs, who was not in the field at all upon that 


Ay ty 


| occasion, is represented as the general who gave 
Sir, the mgn who in | 


the order to bear the flag. 
after years shall examine the archives of the State 
Department and find this paper there, if he knew 
nothing else of the transaction, would be very apt 
to conclude that Major General Twiggs was in 
command, and that Major General Quitman was 
not in the field at all, whereas the reverse wasthe 
case. 

| hope that the committee who shall have this 
question in charge will sift itto the bottom. Let 
Captain (now Colonel) Reberts have all the honor 
that is due to him. Heaven knows I would not 


luck a solitary leaf from the laurel that adorns | 


iis brow. ‘That he is agallant soldier, I am per- 
fectly willing and ready to admit. 
posed his person and endangered his life in defense 
of his country | am as ready to acknowledge as 
the Senator from Vermont. 
ing to admit that he planted the first flag that was 
ever placed upon the walls of Mexico, and did 


it of his own will—or by the order of Major Gen- | 


eral ‘Twiggs. 
Sir, | have here a letter to which these squab- 


| bles gave rise when this question was up before. | 
It is a letter written by Captain Roberts himself, | 
dated St. Louis, Missouri, July 12, 1848. I send | 


it to the Secretary’s desk, and ask to have it read. 


transaction rather than the one which is found on 
the files, and which my friend from Vermont pro- 
poses to honor. Although it does not, 1 think, 


come up to the history of the transaction as de- | 
tailed by Major General Scott, the General-in- | 


Chief, itdoes make honorable mention of General 


| Quitman, who was in command. 


‘The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 
Sr. Louis, Mitssourt, July 12, 1848, 
To the Editor of the Union: 
[ have noticed, through the Washington correspondent 
of the Journal of Commerce, of date July Ist, giving the 


| debate in the Senate of that day, that misunderstandings, 


out of which difficulties may grow, have arisen between the 
friends of Generals ‘Twiggs and Quitman touching the flag 
presented by General Twiggs to Congress. It may be proper 
before inischief can arise, or these misunderstandings grow 
further, to correct the errors that seem to be entertained 


| relating to the history of this flag. IJ know its entire history. 


It is as follows: 

On the 12th of September, General Smith called for two 
hundred and fifty picked men from General Twiggs’s divis- 
ion, as a storming party for the assault of Chepultepec. 1 
was selected by General Smith to command the party from 


| his brigade, and, after the party was organized, was taken 
| by him to General Twiggs’s headquarters, where was this 
| flag, which General Twiggs gave to me, saying in substance, 
| among other things, * This is a flag I wish to go with the 


storming party from my division. Let me bear that it is the 
first flag on Chepultepec, in the city, and on the Capitol.”? 
Six non-commissioned officers and privates were selected 
from the Rifle regiment to bear this flag at the head of the 
storming cohunn. 

The storming party from this division (commanded by 
Captain Casey, Second Infantry) reported to General Scott 
at T'acubaya before sundown, and was assigned to the 
command of General Quitman ; and from that time, until 
the flag was raised upon the Capitol, it was under his con- 
trol, and all the movements of the storming party carrying 
it were under his eye and direction. 

This storming party stormed and carried the strong five- 
gun battery commanding the Tacubaya road at the base of 
the hill in the rear of Chepultepec, and this flag was the first 





planted on that battery. It was also the firs 





| himself not to have been at two of them. Hp 


That he ex- | 


But I am not will- | 
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t fla 
on the strong battery midway on the road pao J 


tepee and the Garita of Belen, which was stormed and ¢; 
ned by the rifle regiment, supported by the South Caro)... 
regiment. It was also the first flag planted on the G4." 
of Belen, which work was also stormed by the le 
ment, supported by General Smith's entire brigade <*, 
General Quitinan’s entire division. The storming Of these 
three batteries was directed by General Quitman in pen 4 
with the assistance and support of General Smith. es 

The fighting of the 13th ended with the day; and at day 
light next morning, General Quitman formed his divign 
(General Sinith’s brigade in front,) and entered the cee 
He took possession of the Citadel; and by his order ny: 
livered to me through General Smith, this flag was a. 
above that mighty fortress. ‘The division advanced, a 
Generals Quitman and Smiih on toot, and took Possersio+ 
of the Capitol, when this flag, by the order of Genera} Quit. 
man delivered to me by a staff-officer, was raised, disyjay. 
ing the first American banner above the National Palace of 
Mexico. This is the entire history of the flag. 1 updo, 
stood it to be the property of General Twiggs, and a, his 
request returned it to him with my written report. Tt was 
borne in these actions by troops of his division, detach 
from his inmediate command, and placed under the order, 
of General Quitman. 

If this flag is to become of any historical interest, jts yj. 
tory should be truly told; and if any merit is Supposed t9 
attach to the fortune or accident of raising the first fine 
upon the Capitol of Mexico, it is just to General Quitman 
to have it known it was done by troops he commanded in 
person and under his orders. 

[ am, sir, very truly yours, 

B. 8. ROBERTS, Cuptain Riftes, 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, if that had bee, 
the report which it was proposed to print by ordey 
of Congress, and to transcribe on parchment and 
file in the State Department, as containing the 
true history of this flag, there would probably 
have been no controversy about it. Here Cap. 
tain Roberts again repeats that it was the first 4 


, 
} 


planted at three different points, but he admis 


i 


/omits to mention how he came into possession 
| of the knowledge of those facts, but they are yet 
| of sufficient consequence to have given rise tp 
| controversy, and there is difference of opinion as 
| to whether, it was the first flag planted on these 


points. To that matter I beg to call the attentioy 
of the committee, when they shall take this sub- 
ject into consideration. I desire that the letwr 
which has just been read by the Secretary, at my 
request, shall go to the committee, and shall |) 
considered-by them in connection with this sub- 
ject. 

With these remarks, I am willing to let the 
subject go to the committee. If credit is due tw 
General Quitman, I want him to have it. If itis 
not due to him, I know he would scorn to take it, 
And now, it is but just to him, to say that, though 
he is a member of the House of Represeniatives, 
I have not made these remarks at his request, nor 





| by his solicitation, nor even with his knowledge; 
1 present this letter as the true history of the | 


but his reputation belongs to the State of Missis- 
sippi, and, as one of her Senators here, I have fel: 
bound to protect it. 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I do not intend 
to prolong this discussion in anticipation of the 
action of the Committee on Military Affairs—a 
very proper tribunal to investigate any question 
that may arise between conflicting claimants for 
the honor of being concerned in planting the fist 
national flag of the United States on the palace 
walls of Mexico. It will be recollected that upon 
the introduction of the resolution, so far from 
calling for the action of the Senate upon it, | a- 
companied it with a motion to refer it to the ap- 
propriate committee—the Committee on Military 
Affairs—for their investigation and report. {tis 
proper, perhaps, that I should say that at the 
time of the introduction of the resolution, | wos 
not apprised of the existence of conflicting claims 
to this honor. 1 knew that by the order of the 
Senate the flag had been deposited in the archives 
of the State Department. I knew that it hed 
been presented to the Senate by the preset! 
head of the War Department, Mr. Davis, then 
a member of this body from the State of Miss 
sippi. I knew that he had received it from Gel 
eral Twiggs, and that Colonel Roberts, then ¢a)- 
tain of the Rifles, had returned it to General 
Twiggs, from whom he received it, giving . 
history so far forth as it is given in that report. | 
stated the history of the flag to the Senate as dis 
closed in the documents appended to the !*¥ 
remarks which I submitted the other day, amolz 
which are extracts from the report of Genet 
Quitman, in which he himself appears to hav’ 
placed Colonel Roberts at the head of the mom 
ing party under whom that flag was first raise 
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A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, 
Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Winstow, Daniel B. 
Wrieht, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller Messer. John P. Campbell, Bavard 
Clark, Cox, Cuilen, Buetis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison 
Harne, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Pame, Porter, Puryear, 
Reade, Ricaud, Witham R. Simith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, 
Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoter 

For Mr. Pennington—Mesers. Bishop, Clawson, Dunn, 
Edwards, Harrison, Haven, Moore, Robbins, and Scott, 

For Mr. Oryv—Meesers. Richardson and Williams. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

‘or Mr. Millson—Mr. Etheridge. 

Mr. Bennett-—Mr 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. EUSTIS (when his name was called) said: 
Before I give my vote | rise to a personal ex- 
pla It was my intention, Mr. Clerk, not 
to have occupied this floor until an organization 


trenton. 


nation. 


of this House had been effected; but the peculiar 
complexion of the debate of Saturday last, and 
the remarks which have fallen from the lips of 
an honorable gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Bennett,}) and which have been brought to my 
notice, compel me to change the course which | 
had determined upon. 

Mr.STANTON. 1 would suggest to the gen- 
tleman that he had better wait until the roll has 
been called. [Loud cries of ** Let him go on!’’] 

Mr. EUSTIS. Were it not, sir, that in taking 
the floor at this time, for the purpose of personal 
explanation, Lam merely following the example 
of other gentlemen, I should certamly yield to 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio. I 
read, Mr. Clerk, from the speech of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, [Mr. Bennerr,] as re- 
ported in the Daily Globe of Thursday morning, 
January 3, 1856. The gendeman, after alluding 
to the views taken by the Democratic party, 
said: 

“Did not the American party in Louisiana take that 
view of the eighth arnele of the platiorm, that Catholics 
and foreigners were proscribed? When that plat'orm was 
presented, they ignored and repudiated the eighth section 
of it, because of the proscripuon of those who professed 
the creed of the Roman Catholic church—because of tts 
religious intolerance. And not only that, but, unless | am 
misiniormed, the gentleman from Louisiana, a member in 
this House, who was elected by the American party in 
Louisiana, Which repudiated that portion of the platiorm, 
is harmoniously acting with the American party here in the 
support of Mr. Fuuier, of Pennsylvania, for Speaker. 
Then I say, if they can thus unite and harmoniously act 
with a member of their own order, Who has repudiated the 
principles of their platiorm, with what propmety or con 
sistency can it be pretended upon this floor, that we have 
proscribed them, and that they cannot unite with us in the 
selection of a Speaker? We have in our resolutions given 
the same construction to the cighth section of the platiorin, 
that their own party have given to it, and the same that 
many Protestant religious periodicals have placed upon it; 
and, sir, | maintain, i that article in their platform does not 
mean to proscribe Catholics, it means noting.” 


I regret exceedingly, Mr. Clerk, that the vote 
which | have had the honor of giving for the hon- 
orable, the patriotic, and conservative gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, should have given any con- 
cern or uneasiness to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, more particularly as Ldo not think that | 
require from that gentleman any prompting, or 
suggestion, or any lecture—I say it ina spirit of 
kindness and of courtesy—in regard to the course 
Iam to pursue, or the votes that I am to give, 
in this i Lam responsible, sir, tomy con- 
stituents and to my political friends, and to none 
others. I yield to him the broadest latitude for 
the expression and exercise of his opinions here 
and elsewhere, and I claim, sir, the same privi- 
lege without any reserve or limitation whatsoever. 
Lhave voted for Mr. Futzer because he pre- 
sented himself to me as the most acceptable can- 
didate. I know him to be a sound conservative | 
man, I have voted for him previous to to-day; | 
I have voted for him to-day; and I shall continue 
to vote for him as long as he will permit his name | 
to be used by his friends in this House. [Ap- | 
plause in the galleries.] [regret exceedingly that 
my vote for Mr. Funier should not meet with | 
the approval and sanction of the honoreisle gen- 
Ueman from Mississippi, but I must inform that 
gentleman that I will endeavor to bear with pa- 
tience and resignation his displeasure, if I can | 
only count upon the sanction and approval of my | 
constituents and of my political friends. 

And here, Mr. Clerk, | will take eccasion to | 
state, in a very few words,—reserving to myself | 
the privilege of stating my views at greater length | 
on some other occasion,—what is the position of | 
the American party of Louisiana on the subject | 


ouse,. 


of religion. We hold, sir, in Louisiana, and we 
hold it as a cardinal maxim—and | hope to God 
that it will be so held in every State of this 
Union—that religious faith is aqui stion between 
each individual and his God; and we consider 
that any attempt to abridge or cireumscribe re- 
lizious freedom is unworthy of our great country, 


|, and must be repudiated by exery party in this 


country. We consider that it is in violation of 
the organic laws of the land; and in that spirit 
the American party in Louisiana repudiated the 
eighth article of the Philadelphia platform; and, 
sir, | now repudiate it in toto. I care not, sir, 
what construction gentlemen, in perfect good 
faith, may be pleased to put upon it, I know 
that gentlemen have addressed this House, and 
told us that they meant nothing by the eighth 
article of the Philadelphia platform: that is to 
say, that the construction which they place upon 
it could not be considered as offensive as against 
American Catholics, and therefore as inoperative 
and innocent as against that class of our,eitizens. 
But, Mr. Clerk, as I said before, I care not what 
construction they put uponit. | listened with 
pleasure to the remarks of the eloquent gentle- 
man from the Louisville district, [Mr. Humpurey 
esa and lam satisfied that that gentle- 

lan agrees with me entirely. I am satisfied that 
the honorable gentleman from the Louisville dis- 
trict does not intend to proseribe American Cath- 
olics. lam satisfied that, when he says that he 
is in favor of the broadest religious liberty, what 
he says comes from the bottom of his heart, and 
that he stands with me, where every American 
must stand, upon the broad basis of religious 
liberty. [Applause in the galleries. ] 

But, as I said before, I care not what construe- 
tion is put upon it. The words are there in 
white and black, and they are offensive and in- 
sulting to the American Catholics of America. 
Let us look at what took place in the State of 
Virginia during the last State election. What 
was the construction which the American can- 
didate for Governor of that State placed upon 
the eighth article of the Philadelphia platform? 
We all know that, in the early part of his can- 
vass, that candidate published al 
said he never would vote for a Catholic. Thank 
God, that gentleman was defeated, and, sir, he 
ought to have been defeated. There was enough 


in that letter to defeat ten thousand eandidates 


| for Governor; and I trust that every man who 


holds such odious and monstrous doctrines, will 
ever meet with as deep a political grave as the 
honorable gentleman, the American candidate for 
Governor of Virginia, has met with. 

I avree with the honorable eentieman from Mis- 


| sissippi [Mr. Bennerr] when he says, if the 
| eighth article of the Philadelphia platform does 


| nothing. 


not mean to proseribe Catholics, it means nothing. 
And, sir, what can it mean? I believe it means 
It is a mere abstraction—a mere idle 


| concession to the prejudices of one class of reli- 
| gionists—and has no place ina national platform. 


And I undertake to show to this House, if they 
will take the declaration of the members of the 
national American party upon this floor, and if 


| they will examine the eighth article of the Phila- 
| delphia platform, that they will find that it means || 
| nothing; because the cardinal principle—the great | 
| principle, according to my understanding—of the 
| American platform is this: that none but native- 
| born Americans should be elevated to office; | 
| therefore, if none but native-born Americans are | 
to be elevated to office, all foreigners are ex- | 


cluded—foreign Catholics are excluded, foreign 


Protestants are excluded, and foreign Jews are | 


excluded. And they are not excluded on account 
of their religion, but on account of their birth; 
therefore, if foreign Catholics are excluded on 
account of their birth,and not on account of their 
religion, the only Catholics who remain to be 
dealt with, and’ the only Catholics who can come 
up and be considered as candidates by the Amer- 
ican party, are the American Catholics. They 
are the only Catholics who can be considered as 
candidates by the American party, because all 
foreigners are excluded; and, as I said before, 
foreign Catholics are excluded by coming within 
that designation. 

Mr. VALK. I suggest to the gentleman from 
Louisiana, with great courtesy and kindnéss to 


him, that, at this particular stage of the ee 


ings in the call of the roll, he should kind 


tter in which he | 


‘| them in the mire of politics. 


{ 


{ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | ", 


he present. 


Mr. EUSTIS. I would accept of the cen, 
man’s suggestion, but I bee to inform him that 
I have but little more to say. The gentlemen 
whom I am addressing now are not the J), . 
oeratic party of this House. The gentlenen 
whom I am now addressing belong to the nations 
American party, and I want them to understang 
distinctly where I stand. Lam no Catholic. ay. 
I have been but seldom within the walls, 
Catholic church—and that, however, is jor! 
in my favor. [Laughter.] [ say I desire yj 
they should understand exactly where [ gtaye 
and | tell them that by that eighth article of ; 
Philadelphia platform, according to the viey | 
take of it, they either exclude or intend to py. 
scribe American Catholics, or they mean noth 
because gentlemen have stated upon this floo: 
that they did not intend to proscribe Amerie 


and 
ta 


ne 


| Catholics. Then, gentlemen, if you mean not 


by that article of the platform, in the name oj 
God strike it out, for it isa blot upon the his. 
tory of our country. Every one knows, who 
has given any thoughts to the prospects of this 
American party, that that article has driven thon. 
sands from our ranks who coincided with us jy 
other respects. The American people ar 

erous, and you have excited that generosity. 
They will not agree with you ir this erusai 
against Catholicism; and I would rather that this 
right arm should wither than be connected wit) 
any party whose purpose it is to persecute ti 


| Catholies of this great country. 


Gentlemen talk about the Papal power. The 
honorable gentleman from North Carolina [\;. 
Reape} the other day asked the honorable ¢ 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Stepwens,} whether 
he would vote for a Catholic whose religious 
opinions he suspected of being hostile to the 
general interests of this country. What righ 
has that gentleman to challenge the nationality 
of his peer, his equal, and require him to purge 
his conscience, betore he can hold communios 
with him on the footing of an American citizen? 
What right have you to denounce him as a traitor 
to his country, and compel“lim to stand befor 


,, your bar as a criminal—as an individual hostile 
to the institutions of your country ? 


[Here the hammer fell, the ten minutes having 
expired. Cries of **Go on!’’} 

No objection being made, 

‘Mr. EUSTIS resumed. I tell you, gentlemen, 
you have justas much right to put your hands 
in another man’s pocket, to see if the money h 
has belongs to him, as to take that position to- 
wards the American Catholics—as to dare to pre- 
sume to ask him whether he entertains opinions 


| hostile to the institutions of this country. 


Gentlemen ought to recollect that here, in this 
Congress, there is nota single Catholic priest 
And, for my part, Iam opposed to all religious 
interference with our political affairs. I am i 
favor of maintaining and keeping up the divoree 


| between Chureh and State which has been estab- 
betw Cc 


_ lished By our great fathers. 


But, sir, that very 


| Same reason which makes me a deadly enemy 0! 
Catholic interference with our institutions, makes 


me blush for my countrymen when I see the 
Protestant Church soiling its robes by draggling 
[Cries of ** Hear, 


| hear!”’ and ‘*Good!’’] Your Legislatures ar 


| 
| 
| 


filled with gentlemen who wear white cravals 
and black coats. [** Hear, hear!’ and laughter.) 
Your Congress has a large proportion of these 
clerical gentlemen. And I ask you, with all due 
respect and all due courtesy to gentlemen of ( 
cloth, to show me a Catholic riest or an accred- 
ited agent of the Church of Rome in this Hall 
[Laughter, and cries of ‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] Genve 
men who talk about the Pope of Rome ought 
recollect that that poor old man, who is an object 
of such terror to them, is now in the custody 0! 
a guard of French soldiers. , 
ut, Mr. Clerk, IT have consumed more time 
than I desired to have done. 1 will simply clos 
my remarks by, asking the gentleman from Nort 
Carolina [Mr. Reape] where he gets the author!) 
for thus blaekballing his peers, his a th 
Catholics ?—where he gets the authority for stam 
ing them as the mere tools of the Pope of Rome: 
where he gets the authority for considering ti 
as unworthy of participating in the great coun’ 
of this country? Does the gentleman find h 
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authority, or will he find it in the Constitution of 


the United States? Will the gentleman find it in 
the treaty between France and the United States, 
by which the Territory of Louisiana was ceded 
’ his country, and by which the religious rights 
a is inhabitants were guarantied to them? Will 
the oreat Father of our Country—in that address 
hich is So Often quoted by the orators of the 
po rican party ¢ Will the gentleman find it in 
that great book, the Bible, on which so much 
yenerauon has been wasted so unprofitably in 
the Philadelphia platform? J will tell the gentle- 
nan where he will find it. Fle will find it in the 
teachings and in the inspiration of that dark 
cnivit of fanaticism which is the curse of the An- 
ola-Saxon race. The gentleman wil find it in 
that spirit by which Protestants were driven from 


New England by their fellow Protestants in our 
colonial days. He will find it in that spirit which 
made the Episcopalians of Virginia drive away 
their Puritan brethren from that State. And 
where did these persecuted Puritans and Protest- 


ants in general go? What spot did they choose 
as an asylum in order to be protected from their 
Protesant persecutors? 1 will tell the gentleman 
where they went in those colonial times. They 
went to the colony of Maryland - to that colony 

108 inhabitants were under the influence of 
‘the aggressive policy of the Church of Rome 
and its corrupting tendencies.”? Yes, these Puri- 
tans sought a refuge in that colony which first 
in the United States established the law protect- 
ing every man from religious persecution. 

Mr. Clerk, the American party of Louisiana 
has a right to be heard; I regret exceedingly that 
y expone nt of its views is myself, [ re- 
cretexceeding.y that the pretensions of that party 
are notin abler hands. But, sir, 1 will state this 
much, that in every Native American organiza- 
tion, or in every Native American party, the 
American party of Louisiana has a right to be 
heard; for, if | am not mistaken, the Legislature 
of Louisiana was the first Legislature which 
passed resolutions demanding a change in the 
naturalization laws of this country. 

l thank the House for the indulgence which it 
has extended to me on this occasion. I vote for 
Mr. Fuuver. 

Mr. READE. Ido notrise, Mr. Clerk, for 
any other purpose than simply to set my friend 
from Louisiana [Mr. Eustis] right in respect to 
a mistake which he has made as to the question 
which | submitted last Saturday to the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Sreruens.] I do not 
now, as | stated I did not then, intend to discuss 
this question, but 1 simply desire to put my 
friend from Louisiana right, and I have no doubt 
but that that gentleman wishes to be set right. 
{n the remarks which he has just made to the 
House he represented me as asking a question 
which I never did ask, and attributed to me sen- 
uments which | expressly disavowed at the time, 
and which | nowdisavow. The question which 
I put then was a distinet question. It was re- 
ported by the reporters for the House in the very 
way, I believe, in which I put it; and there can 
be no mistake about it if the gentleman will give 
himself tne trouble to read it as reported. The 
quesion which I put to the gentleman from 
Georgia was this: 


the only 


_ Suppose a candidate for office were to admit to you, or 

it he dvi not admit it, you were yourself satisfied of the 
fact, that he held religious opinions inconsistent with the 
f ed wa and safety of the country, would you vote for 
him ??? 

Mr. WALKER. _I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Reape,]| that 
my triend from Louisiana [Mr. Eustis] is not 
new in the Hall. 

Mr. READE. 


I was under the impression 


rentieman find it in the Farewell Address of 


4h. 
that that gentleman was present. It makes no | 


difference, however, for I have no question to ask 
him in regard to it. 
night as to the question which I asked, an 
Sentiments which I avowed on that occasion. 

ley are correctly, I believe, reported by the 
reporters of the House, and are to be found so 
reported in the Globe of to-lay. [say now, as | 
sad then, that, at the proper time, I shall take 
occasion to set the American party right in regard 
to this question; and I only say now that the gen- 
Yeman from Louisiana, (Mr. usTis,] and every 


I only desired to put pare 
the | 


°pponent of the American party whom I have | 
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heard speak on this floor, misrepresents the Amer- 
ican party on that question. Ido not mean to 
say that they misrepresent the American party 
uurposely. I disavow any such intention. But 
| do say distinetly, that every gentleman who has 
spoken on this floor on that subject has begun by 
husreprese ntine the American party on that qui : 
tion, and then by denouncing thi question which 
I put to the gentleman from Georgia last Satur- 
day. I reiterate the same to-day to every oppo- 
nent of the American party on this floor. ~ La the 
language in which I put the question then, | put 
it now, and L call foran answer. Suppose acan- 
didate for office were to admit to you, or, if he 


did not admit it, you Were yoursé lf satisfied of 
the fact, that he held religious opinions inconsist- 


ent with the freedom and safety of the country, 
would you vote for him? : 
Mr. LETCHER. Will my friend from North 
Carolina allow me to interrupt him a moment? 
Mr. READE. Yes, if it be to 
que stion. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
another. 
Mr. RI Not until you answer mine. 
Mr. LETCHER. 1 
Carolina will 


a man 


answer that 


Well, I will, if you answer 


If the gentleman from North 
tell me whether he ever saw such 
as that in his whole history, then I will 
answer the question. S 


Lask himif he ever saw 


a man entertaining such religious ideas as he has 


. vee ; 
| put forward: { Laught r.| 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER.,. Ithink the gentleman 
from North Carolina has only the right to make 
a personal explanation now, and has no right to 
yield the floor for the 

The CLERK. 
for a question. 


purpose of discussion. 


Not unless he yu lds the floor 


[The subject was here dropped.) 
Mr. SMITH, of Alabama, (when his name was 
ealled,) said: I feel it due to myself, as a member 
of the American party, that [ should mak 


a 
remark or twoinreference to the 


Spee chofth ; non- 
nian from ae suisiana, { Mr. ke 
and in reply to some other remarks which hav 


on various occasions fallen from honorable ¢ 


orable gent! USTIS, | 

entic- 

Loe T 1 > . * ¢} on : 

men in this House, touching some of the princi- 
jes of the American party. 

Mr. Clerk, so far as lam personally concerned, 

I stand fully committed to the country upon nearly 


| every question advocated by that party, and Ido 


| of the principles of that party. 


not recollecta single sentiment, or asingle expres- 
sion of mine, upon that subject, which I would 
desire to recall or to modify. Sir, I will not 
dodge the Roman Catholic question, or any other 
I expect to live 
to see the day when the party with which | am 


| allied, coming in contact with the other parties 


in the country, in an open and fair discussion of 


| principles alone, distinguished from this fighting 
| of shadows, which our adversaries up to this 


time have been engaged in, will have an opportu- 
nity of presenting to the country the true issues 


| of Americanism. 


The gentleman from Louisiana seemed to con- 
gratulate himself that, although there were many 
Protestant clergymen in this House, there was no 

Roman Catholic priest. I thank God for that; 
and I hope that, should this Republic stand a 


| thousand years,a Roman Catholic priest never 


will be a member of Congress. [Applause in the 
galleries.] And, sir, I hope with equal fervency 
that no clergyman of any other denomination, 


| who is now a member of this House, wil! inter- 


fere, as a politician, with any religious question 
whatever. I will go as far as any man in my 
opposition to the proscription of any man on ac- 
count of his religion. 

3ut the gentleman from Louisiana should re- 
member that, although there are no Roman Cath- 


| olic priests in this assembly, there have been 


Roman Catholic priests in other legislative as- 
semblies, in other countries. And I ask the gen- 
tleman—lI ask any member of this House, hold- 
ing opinions with that gentleman, if they can 
peint me to an instance when the Roman Catholic 
clergy, in any convention, or in any assembly in 
the world, as legislators, ever arrayed Se ceaatidg 
on the side of liberty? [Renewed applause in 
the galleries.] When, in any country, in the 
history of the legislation of the world, were the 
Roman Catholic clergy arrayed on the side of the 
v»eople on the great questions of civil or religious 
iberty ? 

Mr. DAVIDSON, (interrupting.) I will ask 


BE. 
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the gentleman from Alabama whether Stephen 
Langdon was not a Catholic priest, and whether 
he did not present Magna Charta to King John? 


A Member. 





He was not a Catholic priest. 
Another Memeer. He was an Archbishop. 
So much the worse. 
Mr. SMITH, Ido not remember 
naumeof the disunguished person who led the 
revolution which resulted in the establishment of 
Magna Charta. He may have been a Catholic 
priest; | ul, Sir, he only intervened be {Ween the 
Pope and the King; and the gentleman ought to 
have remembered that the Pope excommunicated 


(resuming. ) 


‘ 
tit 


every man who aided in the establishment of 
Magna Charta. [Loud and long-continued ap- 
pause | I say, Mr Ch rk, that Stephen Langdon 


may have been aCatholie pri st,and nodeubt was, 


but he only intervened between the Kig and the 
Pope; and the gentleman ought to have remem- 
bered that for his ageney in working eut that great 
chart of liberty, he with every other man who 
‘ted with him, including the King himself, was 

! 


excommunicated by Lie Pope: an interdict was 


laid upon the charter itself, and its great and 
clorious doctrines were denounced as heresies! 
Again, sir, | ask the gentleman when, in any 
ass mbly on the face of the earth, was the Roman 
Catholic ele rgy ever found on the side of liberty? 
When, in any contest between the people and 
the tyrant, did the Roman Catholic clergy fail to 
take sides with the existing power, whether king, 
pope, or emperor. 

Vir. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I ask the ven- 
tleman from Alabama if he regards Charles Car- 
roll, of Carrolltony as having been a friend to 
liberty? 

Mr. SMITH. I would not utter 
a word against that illustrious name. He stands 
revered, inmy estimation, not far below the Father 
of his Country, [pointing to the picture of Wash- 
INngLon, | That is an ind vidual case. 

* the 
[ trust, sir, that I shall never be wanting in my 
veneration for any of the i 


Certainly. 


[ arm speak- 
ing of Roman Catholic clergy as legislators. 
’ illustrious founders of 
this Republic; and Lam sure, sir, that no mem- 
ber of the American party would hesitate a mo- 
menttodo homage in memory of Charles Carrell, 
of Carrollton. . 

A Memser. 
at all. 

Mr. LETCHER, (in his seat.) No, but he 
was a Catholic, which is the same thing. 

Mr. SMITH. It is no matter whether he was 
a priest or not; the American party will be the 
last to forget him. : 


But he was nota Catholic priest 


But, sir, when I was interrupted by the two or 
three questions which have beenasked me, Ll was 
about to revert to that Assembly in France, in 
the beginning of the French Revolution, when La 
Fayette and other tllustrious lovers of liberty 
acting with him, desired to frame a constitution 
which they hoped would restore the liberties of 
France. Where were the Catholic clk rey then? 
Did they not in the National Assembly invari 
ably cast their votes on the side of the King, 
using all their efforts to thwart the liberty party, 
sometimes retiring from the hall, to produce 
anarchy in legislation, and always contending 
for the clergy and privileges—the Pope and the 
King? I might refer you, sir, to other and nu- 

merous instances, in the legislative history of 
nations, to show the bearing of the Roman 
Catholic clergy to that sort of government which 
is best ty pific d by the monarchical regulations jn 
the Roman Catholic church—an essential tyran- 
ny—its head the leading tyrant of Christendom, 
And this brings me to speak of the great funda- 
mental principles of the American party on this 
subject. It is not religion of the Roman 
Catholic—it is his politics. Isay that I object to 
the Roman Catholic, because spiritually, tempo- 
rally, and politically, he owes an allegiance to the 
Pope above that which he acknowledges to the 
Constitution of the United States; and at the proper 
time, sir, I shall give to gentlemen of this House 
the fullest, the most thorough, and complete 
authorities in reference to the points which I here 
make; and I shall defy them, not to meet my poor 
arguments, but to dispute the authorities. 
Now, sir, as to the position of the gentleman 
| from Louisiana, [Mr. Eustis,] | have only this 
| to say: if the Louisiana Catholics are not Roman 


the 


|| Catholics, they do not come witltifiithe objection 


raised by the American party. «. & 
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Mr. EUSTIS. [If the gentleman will allow me || 


to interrupt him, I will inform him that the Lou- 
isiana Catholics are Roman Catholics. Every 
Catholic is a Roman Catholic. ‘There is but one 
denomination—there is but one word known to 
that church, and that is Roman Catholic. ee 

Mr. SMITH. Then my opinion is very tlis- 
tinedy known to the gentleman from Louisiana. | 

But perhaps the gentleman is mistaken. It is 
well known that there are very great and leading 
differences of opinion as to the Pope’s temporal 
power between the various orders of the Roman 
Catholic church. I do not think, sir, that the 
gentleman from Loui lana, [Mr. Eustis, | or his 
friends, ought to consider themselves proscribed 
hy theeighth article of the American platform. | 
blere it is: 

“ VIII. Resistance to the aggressive policy and corrupt- 
ing tendencies of the Roman Catholie church in our coun- 
try by the advancement to all political stations—executive, 
legiviative, judicial, or diplomatic—of those only who do not 
hold civil allegiance, directly or indirectly, to any foreign 
Power, whether civil or ecclesiastical, and who are Ameri- 
cans by birth, edaeation and training—thus fulfilling the 
inaxim, ‘AMERICANS SHALL ONLY GOVERN AMERICA.’ ”’ 

“ The protection of all citizens in the legal and proper 
exercise of their civil and religious rights and privileges ; 
the maintenance of the right of every man to the full, un- 
restrained, and peaceful enjoyment of his own religious 
opimions and worship, and @ jealous resistance of all at 
tempts by any sect, denomination, or church, to obtain an 
cacendency over any other in the State, by means of any 
special privileges or exemption, by any political combina 
uon of its members, or by a division of their civil allegiance 
with any foreign power, potentate, or ecclesiastic.”? 


If the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Eustis] | 
will remember that mericanism is the leading | 
idea of tlie party, he should know that if the Ro- | 
man Catholics of Louisiana ** do not hold civil al- 
legiance, directly or indirectly, to any foreign Power, 
whether civil or ecclesiastical, and are .Imericans by 
birth, education, and training,’”’ they can be mem- 
bers of the American party. i 

In this connection I will refer to the question 
of my friend from North Carolina (Mr. Reape] 
the other day, which the honorable gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Srernens] declined to an- 
swer, intimating that it would lead to a religious 
controversy. I make that distinction now. I 
ask the honorable gentleman from Georgia, or 
any gentleman who may please to answer 

Mr. KELLY. Let me ask the gentlemana 
question. I desire to know if the gentleman | 
from Alabama will say here in his place, that he 
has ever known a Catholic, native-born or a for- 
eigner, who has become a naturalized citizen, who 
was opposed to the institutions of this country? 

Mr. SMITH. I will not say that Ihave. I 
have had but very little intercourse with the Cath- | 
olics. I live in a portion of country where there | 
are very few Roman Catholics; but, sir, I argue 
from their antecedents: what they have done in 
the past they will do in the future, if ever they | 
get the power. Why, sir, during the Reign of 
Terror in France—the bloody days of the Jaco- 
bins—were there not Roman Catholic priests 
who joined themselves to the Jacobins—who re- 
nounced their religion, and, étripping off their | 
robes, kneeled before the Jacobin altars and 
swore “ there was no other God but rEason?”’ 

Mr. KELLY. And let me ask the gentleman | 
from Alabama if there were not clergymen of | 
Protestant denominations who did precisely the | 
same thing ? 

Mr. SMITH. Thope some of these gentlemen | 
who have so many questions to ask will, at a 
proper time, take the opportunity to furnish to | 
me and to the House one single instance in which | 
the Roman Catholic clergy, in a controversy be- | 
tween the king and people, have been found on 
the side of the people? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will give the gentleman | 
an instance now. Did not Father Murphy head 
the Rebels, as they were called, against the forces 
of the King, and did he not preach eloquently, | 
and fight bravely, in favor of Irish freedom? The | 

j 





battle of Vinegar Hill stands out in bold relief in 
English history, and attests that the gentleman’s 





; Mr. SMITH eontinted: fam very nach in- 


not distinctly remember the nature of the contro- 
versy in which Father Murphy was engaged. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
tinctly. 


Yes, sir, I recollect dis- | 


Mr.SMITH. Myrecollection of the occasion | 


(if I have any) to which the gentleman from 


Pennsylvaniaalludes, is that it was a spiritual—at | 


least it was a vinegar war. 
gave the name to the locality where it occurred. 


The great question at issue, I think, was whether | 


Hannibal, in crossing the Alps, had actuall 

climbed the mountains or had dissolved them with 
vinegar. [Laughter.] I hope, however, the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania will prosecute his re- 
searches into history further, and, at some future 


| time, be able to give me some instance where, in 





a controversy such as I have cited, the Catholic 
clergy were found arrayed on the side of the 
eople. , 


Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman asked for 


That ae 


asingle instance, and I thought I would give him | 


one. 


Mr. BOYCE. Will the gentleman yield to me || 


for a moment? 

Mr. SMITH. No, sir, excuse me. 
yield further, with all respect to my honorable 
friend from South Carolina. 

When I was interrupted some minutes ago by 
the numerous questions which have been showered 


I cannot | 


upon me, I was going to propound a question | 


similar to the one asked some days ago by my 
friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 


which I have yet heard no response. Suppose 


a man were to come into your neighborhood, and | 


professed to be a school teacher; suppose he ap- 
plied to you for a place in your academy, either 
to lead or teach; suppose he professed a religion 


—that he belonged to achurch the cardinal policy || 
of which was to destroy the very foundation of || 


the Protestant religion; suppose you knew that 


his master required of him to burn Protestant | 


catechisms—the question is, would such a man 
be the proper teacher for your children? 
will any man pretend to deny that it has been 
the practice of the 
burn Protestant books? 

A Memser. No. I deny it. 

Mr. SMITH. Then the gentleman denies the 
current history of the day—so far as the public 


Yet, 


Roman Catholic clergy to | 


ress is concerned; and he denies the recorded | 
fiistory of the Roman Catholic policy for ages— | 
from the days of Luther to this hour. Does not 

the gentleman know that the Catholic priests burn | 


Protestant Bibles? 
Several MemBeErs. 
Mr. SMITH. 

this has been done. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I will tell the gentleman. 
Mr. SMITH. I am not talking about the 

Catholics of Louisiana. ee 

the Roman Catholics make war upon t 

ant Bible ? 

it?) Have not they a Bible of their own peculiar 
translation? Do youforgetthatthey wage a fear- 
ful war against all Bible societies? 


No! no! 


Do not | 
| 1e Protest- | 
Do they allow their followers to read | 


History will attest how often | 


In the presi- | 


dential election, when Mr. Frelinghuysen was a | 


candidate for Vice President with Mr. Clay, the 


Catholic Whigs refused to vote the ticket, because | 
Mr. Frelinghuysen was the president of the | 


American Bible Society? 


Mr. EUSTIS. The gentleman speaks about | 


burning books, and especially about the burn- | 


He goes a little further back into 
history than I am willing to do. But I will ask 
him one question. I will. ask the honorable gen- 


ing of Bibles. 


} 
| 
j 


tleman whether it has ever occurred to him, or | 


whether he has in his reading of history ever 
heard of Catholics being burned with or without 
their books? [Laughter.] 

Mr. SMITH. Before that had happened, there 
had been many Protestants burned by Catholics. 
If the gentleman wants to meet me in an argu- 
ment with regard to proscription, very well; I 


| 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|] . b} . “ — 
-~ i y mu || ants, with the history of the terrible massacres 
| clined to think my friend from Pennsylvania does | 





|| is or is noteligible. 
READE,] to || 














of Protestants by Catholics staring him in tha 
face? I will not now enumerate these dreadfu] 
scenes; but I have no doubt that five hundred 
Protestants have been destroyed by the Roma) 
church for every Catholic that has fallen by th, 
Protestants. 

Sir, the feeling of the American party in roe. 
erence to the Catholic question, as I understand 
it, resolves itself into the position taken by the 
gentleman from New York, {Mr. Whuiryey.} | 
is not religious proscription; it is a political priv. 
ilege—a political privilege which we, as a party 
and which I, as an individual, claim. : 


1 
e 


I have 


| the right to say that I will not vote for any man 
| whether on account of his religion or his polities 


And here is another question: Many genie. 
men seem to pride themselves in the sugeestioy 
that this is a violation of the Constitution; tho: 
the Constitution requires that * no religious test 
shall ever be made as a qualification for office,” 
I ask any man to answer me whether any private 
citizen, with his mere vote, can, by any Possi- 
bility, violate the Constitution? I lay down the 
broad principle that a private individual, by his 
vote, cannot violate the Constitution in any pos- 
sible contingency. Then, why is it a violation 
of the Constitution, when I say that [ will not 
vote for a man, whether it be on account of his 
religion or anything else? Here is the true posi- 
tion. Ihave aright to vote for any man I please 
for office, whether the Constitution says that he 
The Constitution lays down 
the qualifications for office, but does not direct 
my vote. I can vote, if I please, for an Irishman 
for President; I do not violate the Constitution, 


|| butif the Irish-born citizen should take the office, 
| he would violate the Constitution. 


Allow me to say, in connection with these re. 
marks, Mr. Clerk, that I am not the man to pro- 
scribe another for his religious opinions. [I have 
known many Roman Catholics. I have friends 
among Roman Catholics; and I will say with 
great pleasure that some of the best and purest 
men and women I have ever known belonged to 
the Catholic church. As a member of the Amer- 
ican party, I do not desire to proscribe any man 
for his religious opinions; but, sir, from the found- 
ation of the Roman Catholic church up to this 
day, it has, at all times, been arrayed on the side 


| of power, and never on the side of the people— 


always for the tyrant, and never for liberty. At 
some other time, I intend, so far as I am individ- 
ually concerned, to set myself right on every 
position of the National American party; and I 
do trust that, notwithstanding this controversy— 


| this apparent division in the ranks of the Ameri- 


can party-—we will be enabled to rally our forces, 
and meet our legitimate enemies with a solid front 
and an undaunted prowess. 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi, (interrupt- 
ing.) Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{[Mr. Futter] coincide with the gentleman from 
Alabama in the remarks which he has just ex- 
pressed? 

Mr. SMITH. The opinion of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania on the subject is none of my 
business. have not inquired into it. If he 
thinks differently on that subject, it would not 
weigh afeather with me, so farashe is concerned 
Allow me, sir, to say, in this connection, that 
the Roman Catholic branch of the doctrines of the 
American party is merely collateral. We do not 
wish to battle on that subject alone. We present 
to the country great principles, independent of 
that one. So far asI am concerned as an indi- 
vidual, I will take that one, too, without feeling 
it to be very burdensome. I vote for Mr. Henat 
M. Fuuuer. 

Mr. TAYLOR (when his, name was called) 
rose and said: Mr. Clerk, with the indulgence 
of the House, I will notice one remark made 
reply to my colleague, (Mr, Evstis.] ‘The gen- 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. Surrn] stated, that 
since the world began, the Catholic clersy 





remarks are liable to strong exception—that he || shall always be prepared for him. He ought || never yet was found arrayed on the side of free- 
an a te: er ae in his historical knowledge. || to know that-the Roman Catholic church has || dom. The gentleman has forgotten history. 
reat laughter,]} 
{Here the hammer fell, the ten minutes to which who Taised his voice for the freedom of religious || lution, and that, Mr. Clerk, is the first event 1” 
Mr. Syrta was entitled having expired.] opinion from the earliest ages of the power of || which there was a contest between the people 


always been one of proscription, That man || hold in my hand the history of the French revo- 


Loud cries of **Go on!’ “Go on!”"] 
he CLERE, The gentleman will proceed if 


no objection ade. 
There wits no objection, ard 


the Church, was a marked man. ‘To the stake 
with him !”’ was the fearful ery— To the Inqui- | 
sition!’’? How can the honorable gentleman dare 

to talk about the burning of Catholics by Protest- | 


and the re ower where the clergy took a part. 
In the hie POF the French Hetolation, it will be 
found that when the States-General were asse™- 
bled with a view to attempt to remedy the dread- 
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1856. 
fal evils under which France then labored, it was 
Jivided, as in the olden time, into three bodies: 
the nobles, the clergy: and the third estate. The 
estate Was compose of those who belonged to 
d represented the people. - That composed of 
che nobles embraced those who, from birth and 
ancient usage, held aristocratic privileges. ‘The 
re maining one was constituted of the priesthood, 
and in it were assembled the dignitarie of the 
-hurch—those who had become assimilated to 

d united to the aristocratic class because of the 
power and the other temporal advantages which 
heir station conferred, together with the repre- 
eontatives of the great mass of the Catholic clergy, 
bymbler members of the order—those engaged in 
she actual cure of souls. 
presk nted itself at that time? When these three 
hodies were assembled, each in its own house, 
the third estate, the representatives of the people, 
caid: ** We will not act unless there is united with 
ve the members of the other two bodies which 
constitute and embody the sovereignty of the 
nation.’ The nobility resisted the appeal; and 
unless one body yielded, and a majority of that 


ypular power would still have been manacled; 
t would still have been without a voice. But it 
id a voice; the gentleman spoke of the stirring 
times when it spoke in tones of thunder. What 
eave itits voice? It was the actionof that Cath- 
olie priesthood. It was the action of those abused, 
ilumniated Catholic priests. In monarchical 
France, in the midst of all the feudal glories, in 
he midst of all the temptations held out by the 
hopes of attaining to the higher dignities of their 
prof ssion, the Catholic priests joined the third 
estate, and by their action gave motion and power 
to the popular element, which achieved freedom 
for France. And is it that lesson which is taught 
by history, and the history of our own day, that 
is to be perverted for the purpose of striking down 


} 
| 
l 
} 


in their usefulness a class of men who have || 


displayed such devotion to the cause of morals, 
and by their teachings and example have raised 
up those angels of mercy, who, where the pesti- 
lence has stalked abroad in our land, have so 
ministered to suffering mortals in the midst of 
disease and death, that they have won praise and 
blessings from an opposing people? 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Clerk, I desire, before 
casting my vote, to say a word or two on what 
may be regarded as the theological aspect of to- 
day’s discussion. - [had not the pleasure of hear- 
ing the whole of the eloquent speech of my friend 
from Louisiana, [Mr. Evstis.| 1 came into the 
Hall just as he was coneluding; and | am satis- 
fied, sir, from the few words which fell on my 
ears, that there isa full and complete coincidence 
of opinion between that gentleman and myself. 


And I here announce to this House, and the | 


country, that [ take issue openly and directly 
with my honorable colleague, [Mr. Smiru,| who 
replied to the speech of the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana. 

Much has been said about the eighth section 
of the Philadelphia platform of the American 
party, And what is the meaning of that section? 
lts language, I think, is that we entertain hostility 
to the aggressive policy and the corrupting tend- 
ency of the Roman Catholic church, and that it 
is Our purpose to manifest that hostility by re- 
fusing to elevate any man to office who acknow!l- 
edges a higher allegiance to another Power than 
the one he owes to the Federal Government of 
tus land. Now, the first question which springs 
Up in examining this section isthis: What did its 
tramers mean? what object had they in view? 
Did they intend the public men of the country to 
widerstand by the terms which they employed 


that we are opposed to the aggressive policy and || 
‘ie corrupting tendencies of the Roman Catholic || 


church? I will give what I conceive to have 
“istinction between what I will call the govern- 
mental polity, or civil government, of that Chureh 
— the tenets of the religious faith of its mem- 
ers. 
_ Bat the language, I say, was unwarranted by 
‘hat council. In the first place, they assumed 
‘he existence of facts which certainly have never 
fallen under my cognizance. I live ina.commu- 


hity of which a large mumber are Catholics; and | 


say, as I have said elsewhere, that I have yet 
to meet. with the first American Catholic who 





And what spectacle | 


hody came to the assistance of the third estate, | 
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hesitated for a moment to acknowledge that his || Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I rise to a privi- 


allegiance to our great organic law was paramount | 
to all others. And, in discussing this platform, 
I have uniformly taken this position, that if the 
construction | have placed on that eighth section 
was not the true one, that if | was wrong in sup- 
posing that the framers of it did not intend to 
yroscribe men for their religious opinions, then 
| contemptuously place that platform under my 
feet. This thing of proscribing men for their | 
has always shocked my moral 


| sense; and | only regret that the men who met 


| in that grave council, that the men who, so to | 


speak, sought to place swaddling clothes around 
the great infant of the American party, went so 
far as to have almost strangled it in its birth— 


that they soled its earliest robes with the religious 


proscription. And I say this, sir, that however 
much I may be attached to what I conceive to 
be the great fundamental principles of the Ameri- 
can organization, if I believed that this idea of 


| proscription was to be embodied in its future 


| policy, 1 would this moment cut myself aloof 


trom it. 


jut what is the great fundamental principle of 


this party? I will tell you what it is. 


| the recognition of what I believe to be the true 


| idea of citizenship. 


We believe that citizenship 


It is, str, | 


| isnot merely evidenced by a constant and habitual 


observance of our laws, by a cheerful payment 
of our taxes, by a ready obedience to the Con- 
stitution of this land, by a regard to the rights 
of others and a strict maintenance of our own; 


but that the true source of this great idea of citi- | 


zenship goes down far deeper than that—that it 


| is to be found in what I term the native and 


| permanence of our institutions alone depends. | 


traditional sentiment, upon which we believe the 


| It is the existence of this national and traditional 
sentiment that distinguishes the native-born from 


right. 
suffrage is not the mere growth and result of | 


the alien-born citizen. 


Now, my eloquent and distinguished friend 
| from Carolina, [Mr. Kerrt,} in discussing this 


thing of suffrage, said that it was a conventional 
Why, will he argue that this right of 
7? 


legislation, and that it belongs to the catalogue 
of inalienable rights enumerated in our Declara- 
tion of Independence? Such as ‘the right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’’ It is the 
result of legislation, and being the gift of the 
jegislative power, what is it?) Why, it is liable 


to be limited, to be enlarged, or to be taken away; | 


| and this I believe to be the great purpose of the | 


| American party. 


We believe that the time has | 


come, that a crisis has arrived in the history of | 
our country, demanding a change in the mode | 
of giving access to the polls on the part of alien- | 
born citizens; and they start upon the assumption | 


that the principle of which I am speaking is a 
true one—that suffrage is not an inalienable right; 
that it belongs to the legislative power, and is to 


| be controlled by it; and that it can be abridged, | 


| enlarged, or taken away. 


This is the intention 
and purpose, I conceive, of the great American 
party of this country. 

But, sir, | rose merely to disclaim anything like 
an adoption orindorsement of what is knownas the 
anti-Catholic feature of the order. 


I repeat what | 


I.said before, that I stand here as a native-born | 


citizen, born of Protestant parents, brought up in 
the Protestant faith, and knowing and intending 
to maintain the rights that belong to me as an in- 


| dividual citizen; but I am at all times prepared to 


i| 


ul 


frown down, ay, and fight against any attempt, 
whether made by my own party or by the party 


of others, to invade the same rights appertaining | 


to all men in this land, I care not to what church 
they may belong. 

I have said thus much because personal ex- 
planations seem to be the order of the day; be- 


| cause [ coincide in the sentiments expressed by 
been their urpose. They drew, as I think, a}, 


the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Evustis;] and 


because, inasmuch as opposite sentiments had | 


been expressed by one of my colleagues, I was 
unwiiling that the presumption should be enter- 
tained that the State which I have the honor in 
part to represent is committed to this thing of reli- 
gious proscription. Sir, the whole matter is ab- 
horrent tomy very nature. I vote for Mr. Futter. 

The result 6f the vote was then announced, as 
given above. 

Mr.WRIGHT, of Tennessee. 
the House do now adjourn. 


I move that 


| 


| 


offer them the use of this Hall to-morrow. 


leged question. 


‘Mr. WRIGHT. 
Mr. SMITH. 


I will withdraw my motion. 
I move that when the House 


adjourns it adjourn to meet on Wednesday next, 
because to-morrow is the 8th of January, the 
anniversary of tne battle of New Orleans. 


Mr. BARCLAY. I move to amend the motion, 


so as to provide for an adjournment until the first 
Monday in June. 


{Cries of ** Not in ord: er 
Mr. FLORENCE. 


There is to be a conven- 


tion of old soldiers in this city to-morrew, and if 


we vacatesthe hall, it would perhaps be only a 
proper courtesy to extend to that convention, to 
I would 


aa aimendment.to his motion. 

Mr. SMITH. ‘That ought to come up as an 
original proposition. My motion is enly foran 
adjournment until Wednesday, because to-mor- 
row is the &th of January. ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 think the centleman is 
right, I will offer it as an independent propos 
tion, if his motion should prevail. 

Mr. MORGAN. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 1 trust 
that the proposition will prevail. 

Mr. STANTON, Leall the gentleman to order. 
I suppose the motion is not debatable; if it is 
debatable on one side, it is on the other. 

The CLERK. ‘The Clerk thinks it is debatable 
under the parliamentary law. 

Mr. MARSHALL. To-morrow is a day con- 
secrated in the feelings of the American people 
in consideration of a great event. But apart from 
that, we ni ed not conceal from ourselves the fact 
that our friends over the way have duties to per- 
form elsewhere than in the publiccouncils. Thave 
no doubtat allthat they wantto celebrate the day, 
beeause they appropriate it almest exclusively 
to themselves in view of the event that it com 
memorates, 


\- 
Now, we have got along in very 
good humor up to this point of time; we have 
passed through the holidays, and have given an 
adjournment upon the other days that were na- 
tional holidays; and I hope that there will be 
enough liberality upon our side of the House to 
rive those gentlemen opposite achance to-morrow. 
| Laughter. | 

Mr. STANTON. IL think we can get along 
very well without them to-morrow. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Now, the American day 
is the 4th of July, but we shall probably have 
occasion to be elsewhere on the 22d of February; 
and I have not a doubt that the Democratic side 
of the Elouse will give us a chance to go and fix 
this much-mooted I hope that the 
motion will prevail, 1 will give it my vote with 
cordial pleasure. 

‘The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

‘The call of the rell was then commenced, and 
Mr. Aiken answered to his name. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Did not the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Fiorence} offer an 
amendment to lend the use of the Liall for to- 
morrow to the convention of the soldiers of 
war of 1312? 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
with. this. 
over. 


platform. 


the 


No; it is not conneeted 
This is a simple motion to adjourn 
I withdraw the amendment, as the centle- 
man from ‘Tennessee did not, very properly, ac- 
cept it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I was pleased to hvar the 
proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
to give up this war to our brethren of the war of 
1812. [Cries of * Order !’’} 

The CLERK. Objection being made, the gen- 
tleman is out of order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well,I shall submit such 
a motion, if the House determines to adjourn 
over. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Well, I hope the 
Hall will be devoted to no purpose but the legiti- 
mate business of Congress. Next thing, you 
will have an Abolition meeting in this Hall. 
[Much layghter. | 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 101, nays 107; as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Allison, Ball, Bell, Bowie, 
Boyce, Braneh, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clark, Chngman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson RB. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, David- 
son, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdeil, Duan, Bde 
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Edmundson, Elliott. English, Etheridge, Eustis,Evans,Flor- || 


ence, Foster, Henry M. Puller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Marrie, Harneon, Haven, Herbert, Hoffinna, Jewett, 
Keitt. Kelty, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Humplirey Marstiall, Maxwell, McMullin, Me 


Gtuecn, Smith Miller, Millward, Moore, Nichols, Mordecat 
Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Pearee, Pennington, Phelps, 
Poster, Powell, Purvianee, Reade, Ricand, Richardson, 
Rivers, Roberta, Robison, Rutlin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Scott, Samucl A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Saith, 
Bneed, Stephens, Stewart, Tatbou, Taylor, Todd, Trippe, 
Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Watkins, Watson, Wil 


lame, Winstow, Joon V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—1l0l, 
NAYS—Messra. Aiken, Albright, Banks, Barbour, Bar- 
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clay, Henry Bennett, Hendicy 8. Bennett, Benson, Bing- | 


=, Bocock, Bradshaw, Brenton, Brooks, 
Suffington, Burlingame, James Hl. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Claweon, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Crawford, Cullen, Cum 
back, Damrell, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edi Edwards, Emre, Faulkner, Flagler, Gal 
loway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Heron, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valen 
tine G. Horton, Houston, Howard, Haghston, George W. 
Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, MeCarty, Meach 
am. Killian Miller, Milleon, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purvear, Quitman, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, 
Simmons, Spriaer, Stanton, Stranaban, Swope, Tappan, 
Thorngton, ‘Lhurston, Tratton, Wade, Wakeman, Wal 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. 
Washburne, tsrael Washburn, Wheeler, Wood, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, and Daniel B. Wright—107. 


ham, Bishop, Bli 


Pending the call of the yeas and nays, 


Mr. FLORENCE said: When the gentleman 
from Alabama asked any gentleman to refer toan 
instance of a Catholic clergyman being engaged 
in a contest for liberty, I incidentally referred to 
the fact of the Rev. John Murphy being one of 
the leaders in the Irish rebellion on the occasion 


of their defeat at Vinegar Hill, on the 9th of June, 


1798. 

Mr. PURYEAR. I rise to a question of order. 
The debate is not in order on a motion to fix the 
day of adjournment. 

Mr, FLORENCE. Iam only making a per- 
sonal explanation. [Laughter. } 

Mr. SNEED. The gentleman cannot do that 
upon a motion to adjourn, 

Mr. FLORENCE, 
history of that period, that other Catholic clergy- 
men were engaged in that struggle. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania has forgotten that this is a vote upon fixing 
the time of adjournment. 

Mr. FLORENCE, 
my posiuon, 

Mr. LETCHER,. I move that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania be allowed to explain the rea- 
sons for his vote. [Laughter.] 

Mr. PURYEAR. 
ceed, as my point of order has been decided 
against him. 

Mr. FLORENCE, TI should have beenthrough 
with my explanation iW gentlemen had allowed 
me to proceed, Those clergymen were the Rev. 
Mr. Kearns and— 

The CLERK. The gentleman will suspend a 
moment. |Laughter.} The Clerk did decide, 
on the point of order raised by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [ Mr. Purvear,| that the 
remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
were not in order, inasmuch as the vote was upon 
a motion to fix the time of adjournment. But the 
gentleman from Virginia now moves that the 


I find, by reference to the | 


I was simply explaining 


The gentleman cannot pro- 


gentleman be permitted to explain his reason for | 


his vote, 

Mr. PURYEAR. 

Mr. GROW. 
permitted to tell us what became of Father Mur- | 
phy after he fell. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SNEED. I move to lay the motion of the 
genleman from Virginia upon the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. I thought the motion had 
been acquiesced in by unanimous consent. 

The CLERK. There was a great number of 
objections. 
_ Mr. LETCHER. 
tion. 

Mr. SNEED. 

Mr. 


I object. 


Then I withdraw the mo- 


And I withdraw my motion. 
FLORENCE. They were the Rev: 


Hay; and I further find that the following note 
is appended to the page recording 
those gentlemen being so engaged: 
“When Murphy fell, he was but a few paces from the | 
barricade, and was waving a banner over his head, embla- 
py with a huge cross, and the motto, ‘ Death or Lib- 


the event of 


| 
} 
| 
| 
Messrs. Kearns, Perry, Fitzgerald, and John 


L hope the gentleman will be 


ii 








[Cries of ** Order !’’ here came from all parts of 
the Hall, Mr. Frorence in the mean time stand- 
ing in his place.]} 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsy!- 
yania is certainly out of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. fam not saying a word. 
{Laughter.] 1 am waiting for the confusion to 
cease, and the House will bear me witness that I 
am nota participant in it. [ have been standing 
here like ** Patience on a monument.”’ [Laugh- 
ter. ] 
The call of the roll was then proceeded with, 
and the result announced as above recorded. 

Mr. KEITT moved that when the House ad- 


journs to-day, it adjourn to meet on Thursday 


next. 
Mr. ORR moved so to amend the motion as to 
provide for an adjournment until Wednesday. 


Mr. STANTON, 


Now let us have the yeas 
and nays upon adjourning over until Wednesday. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Orr’s 
amendment to Mr. Keirr’s motion, and decided 
in the aflirmative—yeas 122, nays 68; as fol- 
lows: 


VY EAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Ball, Bell, Hendley S. Ben- 
nett, Bliss, Bovock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Cadwalader, 
John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Bayard Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry 

Vinter Davis, Denver, Dick, Dowdell, Dunn, Durtee, Ed- 
mundson, Edwards, Ellioit, Euglish, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus 
Hail, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffinan, Houston, 
Jewett, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Leiter, 
Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 
Ss. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Millward, Moore, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Paine, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, 
Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Purviance, Quitman, Reade, 
Rieaud, Roberts, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Seott, 
Sherman, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, | 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trippe, Under 
wood, Valk, Wade, Walker, Warner, Lsracl Washburn, 
Watkins, Watson, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 
B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—122. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Banks, Barbour, Barclay, 
lienry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Buffington, Burlingame, James UH. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cumback, Dairell, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, 
Giddings, Gitbert, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hick- 
man, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valeutine B. Horton, 
licward, Hughston, George W. Jones, Kelsey, Knapp, 


| Knight, Knowlton, Matteson, McCarty, Morgan, Morrill, 


Mott, Murray, Pringle, Puryear, Robbins, Sage, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Thorington, Tratton, Wakeman, Wal- 
bruige, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Weich, Wood, Woodruil, and Woodworth— 
os. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The motion of Mr. Keirr, as thus amended, 
was then agreed to—yeas.1U2, nays 90; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Ball, Bell, Bliss, Bowie, 
Boyee, Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Cadwalader, Joba P. | 


| Cainpbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Cling- 


manu, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, 
Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Den- 
ver, Dick, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, 
Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, 
Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, 
Jewett, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Leiter, 
Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 
S. Marshail, Maxwell, McMullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, | 
Millward, Moore, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, 
Pennington, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Purviance, Reade, | 


| Rieaud, Roberts, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Scott, Samuel A. | 


Smith, William R. Smith, Suced, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, | 
Taylor, Todd, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Walker, 
Watkins, Watson, Williams, Winslow, John V. Wright, | 
and Zollicoffer— 102. | 
NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Banks, Barbour, Barclay, 
Heury Bennett, Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, Bingham, 
Bocock, Bradshaw, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. | 
Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, | 
Cumback, Damretl, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagier, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harian, Hickman, Hollo- 
way, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, 
Howard, Hughston,*” George W. Jones, Kelsey, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Matteson, MeCarty, Millson, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Qliver, Packer, 
Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Puryear, Quit- 
man, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurstoti, Trafton, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waidron, Warner, Cadwalader C. | 
Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, | 
Welch, Wheeler, Wood, Woodruil, Woodworth, and Daniel + 
B. Wright—90. ' 


And thereupon (at five o’clock) the House 
adjourned until Wednesday next, at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


GLOBE. 














January 9, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wennespay, January 9, 1856. 
The House was called to order by the Clerk g, 


| twelve o’clock, m. 


The Journal of Monday was read and approved 

Mr. WHEELER. 
of the House. 

Mr. PHELPS. Upon that motion I demang 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 77, nays 127; as follows: j 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Banks, Barclay, Barks. 
dale, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bowie, Boyce, sraneh 
Burnett, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cari,’ 
Caskie, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige’ 
Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Etheridge, Bysjs’ 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. Puller, ‘Thomas J’ 
D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris 


J move that there be a eqij 





‘ Sampson 


| W. Harris, [larrison, Herbert, Hoffinan, Vatentine B. Hor. 


ton, Jewen, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidweil, Lake 
Leteher, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Ma,’ 
shall, Maxwell, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millsou, Miliward 
Moore, Paine, Pearce, Peck, Phelps, Quitman, Roady 
Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, William Siti’ 
Sneed, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Walker, Warner, Wheeler, 
Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John y’ 
Wrieht—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben. 
nett, Benson, Binghain, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Brooks, 
suflington, Burlingame, Cadwalader, James TH. Campbelf, 
Caruthers, Chaffee, Clawson, Clingman, Colfax, Coinins, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damretl, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edinundson, 
Edwards, Elliott, Emrie, English, Flagler, Foster, Gajlo- 
way, Giddings, Gilbert, Grow, Augustus Halli, Robert B, 
Hall, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Howard, Kelsey, Kennett, 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Al 
exander K. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, MeMutiin, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, 
Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Powell, Pringle 
Puryear, Reade, Ritehie, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage 
Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Sam- 
ucl A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, Tap- 
pan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, 
Underwood, Vail, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihn B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Welch, Whit. 
ney, Wood, Woodruit, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer— 127, 


So the House refused to order a call. 





While the call of the roll was proceeding, 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, (when his name 
was called,) said: Mr. Clerk, | rise for the pur- 
pose of making a personal explanation, and, as 
this motion for a call of the House is evidently 
for the purpose of allowing members time to come 
in, this isthe best time to make it. If the House, 
therefore, will indulge me at this time, I promise 
to be as brief as possible. [Cries of ‘* Go on!” 
‘*Consent!’’] A few daysago, it will be remen- 
bered—or if it is not remembered, it is upon the 
record—I voted against laying upon the table a 
resolution introduced by the honorable gentle- 
man from Alabama, [Mr. WaLker,] nominating 
for Speaker my friend from South Carolina, { Mr. 
Boyce.} In doing so, 1, to some extent, separated 
myself m that particular from a large majority of 
the Democratic party in this House. Some cen- 
sure was, for the moment, cast upon me for that 
act, though I believe no Democrat who voted 
against laying that resolution on the table was 
suspicioned even of an intention to waver from 
his support of the regular nominee of the Demo- 
cratic party. 

Now, sir, the reason why I gave that vote I 
want to explain; and I want to do it for this pur- 
pose: there has been a shrewd, ingenious, but 
deliberate attempt made to cast the responsililily 
of the non-organization of this House upon the 
Democratic party and upon the Administration— 
upon the President. When the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Wanker] first made the remark 
which he did here, in relation to the responsibil- 
ity of the want of organization of this body, the 
Democratic party had said nothing upon the sub- 
ject. They had attempted to throw the respon- 
sibility upon no one of the contending parties 
in the House. They were willing—and they did 
it—to sit here and vote, and to stand by their 
platform, and to stand by their candidate, the 
gentleman from Illinois, {[Mr. Ricuarpson.| We 
had struggled here for some time; and though no 
result had been accomplished, each party had 
succeeded to some extent in defining its own po- 
sition. But, sir,to my astonishment and regres 
I find thata party here, agreeing with us in sent? 
ment, as they say, in relation to the great questo? 
that now agitates and divides the country, instead 
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1 
of making war upon the Black Republicans, as 
they are called, attempt most ingentously to cast 
the odium upon the Dx mocratic party for the 
failure that has oceurred to organize the House. 
And that attempt having been promoted by two 
of ny colleagues from Tennessee—the honorable 
eentieman [Mr. Zontacorrer] who represents 
the Nashville district, for whom I have the high- 
est respect, and my honorable colleague, [Mr. 
ETHERIDGE, ] who proposed Mr. Miiison the 
other day—I ey that the attempt to throw this 
odium upon the Democrats having been promoted 
by these two gentlemen, | desire to show the per- 
fect and utter fallacy of any such charge arainst 
the Administration or the Democratic party. 

Mr. Clerk, if there is a Democrat in this House 
who does not most earnestly desire an organiza- 
tion, | know not who he is. [Tshould, however, 
not say a word upon this point in relation to the 
Administration, but for a charge that has been 
made in the leading organ of that once very re- 
spectable but now defunct organization, known 
as the Whig party—that the Administration is 
r sponsible for our want of organization. But, 
sir, as that charge has been made from so respect- 
able a souree, and as it has become a prominent 
charge against the Administration, | take this 
oceasion to say, that though Lam not authorized 
to speak for the President nor for the Adminis- 
tration, | speak what I know when I say that 
there is no man in this House who more earnestly 
desires the speedy organization of the House than 
the President of the United States. Ispeak what 
I know when I make this statement, though Lam 
authorized to speak for no one but myself; but, 
sir, | am anxious to see the House organize; and 
why the attempt should be made by this Know 
Nothing party, as it is called, to throw upon us 
the r¢ sponsibility of the failure thus far, 1 cannot 
see. 

Sir, strange things have occurred here, which 
ought to goto the country. Here are two parties 
opposed to the Democratic party of the House. 
Of course I do not refer to every individual in 
those parties; but I say that those who are called 
Black Republicans in this House, owe their elec- 
tion here to Know Nothingism. 

Mr. TRAFTON. I should like to ask the 
gentleman from Tennessee what he means by 
that expression? 

Mr. SMITH. By what expression? 

Mr. TRAFTON. Black Republicans. 

Mr. SMITH. I mean those gentlemen who 
have been voting for Mr. Banks; they have been 
called Black Republicans. I use the term in all 
courtesy. 

Mr. TRAFTON. Who calls them Black Re- 

ublicans? That is the question. 

Mr. SMITH. I use the expression in all cour- 
tesy. The reason why they are called so, I sup- 
pose, is, because they want to put the negro upon 
an equality with the white man. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Above—they would put 
them above naturalized foreigners. 

Mr.SMITH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I do not understand the 
party to which the gentleman from Tennessee 
alludes to occupy any such position as he gives 
for them. I am not in favor of putting the blacks 
upon an equality with the whites, and [am not 
aware that any such position is occupied by the 
party with which I am acting. 

Mr. SMITH. Ido not believe that the gen- 
tleman from Ohio would be willing to do that. I 
am pursuing a line of argument, and not casting 
any reflections on anybody. I give the common 





acceptation of the terms of the various parties in || 


this House. I say, sir, that the large majority of 
the Black Republicans owe their clection mainly 
to the secret organization to which some gentle- 
men from the South in main owe theirs. But what 
do we see now? I speak from experience on the 
subject. The Know Nothings nearly rode me 
down in my district; and how did they do it? 
They did it on the eighth section of the Philadel- 
phia Ameriean platform. It was proclaimed in 
every district of Tennessee that the proscription 


of Catholics for their religious tenets, which, they | 
alleged, were inconsistent with their true allegiance | 


to this Government, was the great and moving 
principle of the Know Nothing party. The con- 
ference of the ministers of the church whose 
principles I profess, but to which I do not belong, 
belong to none,) met in my county, and the 
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| favor of the principle of the eighth section of the 
Philadelphia platform, and agzainst the constitu- 
tional ideas of the Democratic party on the sub- 
| 


yl 
‘ 


> } | j 
i they had not done 
so, I should never have had the least difficulty in 


ject of reliztous toleration. 


reference to my election. But such was the fa- 
naticism there in my county on the subject of 
religion ,—not on the question of the exclusion of 
foreigners,—that with a thousand majority of my 
political friends, it was with the greatest difficulty 

I was enabled to carry the district. 

What, Mr. Clerk, did we see here day before 
yesterday? We see the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana {Mr. Eustis} rise in his place and assert 
that the doctrine contained in the eighth section 
of the Philadelphia Know Nothing platform was 
a monstrous docirine. 

The CLERK. The time allotted the gentleman 
under the order of the House 

Mr. SMITH. 
consent. 

The CLERK. If there is no objection, the 

| gentleman will proceed with his remarks. 

‘There was no objection. 

Mr. SMITH. lam obliged to the House. In 
order that | may not be misunderstood, [ will 
read what the honorable gentleman from Louisi- 
ana [Mr. Eustis] did say on the subject of the 
religious test. Inthe Globe I find him using this 
language: 

“What was the construction which the American can- 
didate for Governor of that State placed upon the eighth 
article of the Philadelphia plattorm? We all know that, in 
the early part of his canvass, that eandidate published a 
letter in which he said he never would vote for a Catholic. 
| Thank God, that gentleman was defeated, and, sir, he ought 
to have been defeated. There was enough in that letter to 
defeat ten thousand candidates for Governor; and I trust 
that every man who holds sueh odious and moustrous doe 
trines, will ever meet with as deep a political grave as the 
honorable gentleman, the American candidate tor Governor 
of Virginia, has met with.”? 


| . - 
Has EXpire d. 


I am speaking by unanimous 


I was astonished to hear that doctrine from one 
| who was of the seeret organization which so 
| bitterly denounced the religious opinions of the 

Catholics in my own district. Here a member of 
the American party holds doctrines diametrically 
opposite to those of that party, published and 
advocated in the gubernatorial and con¢ressional 
|} canvass of Tennessee. But my astonishment 
was increased when I found these dissimilar 
doctrines were indorsed by the honorable gentle- 
man from Alabama, [Mr. Watker,] who is an 
acknowledged leader of the Kafow Nothing or 
| American party. What do we sce? These gen- 
tlemen hold, that if the eighth section of the 
| Philadelphia American platform means anything, 
it declares a principle which is not only subvers- 
tve of the Constitution of the United States, but 
is, in the language of the gentleman from Louis- 
}iana, [Mr. Eustis,] monstrous. And yet, what 
did we hear in the next breath? The Democrats 
met here on the Saturday night before the com- 
| mencement of Congress, and passed a resolution 
in which they said, in most respectful terms, that 
they congratulated the country on the triumph 
| of the Democratic party, in many of the States, 
} on the principle of civil and religious liberty, 
which was so fiercely assaulted by the “now 
Nothing or American party. Two gentlemen 
| rise in their places, and tell the House that the 
| doctrine embodied in the eighth section of the 
| Know Nothing platform is subversive of the 
Constitution, and that it is monstrous! And yet 
they say they cannot unite with us, because we 
have congratulated the country on our triumph 
over that very eighth section. That is the efleet 
of it. We have it disclosed, and authoritatively, 
too, that the principle against which we fought, 
| and in the success of which triumph we congrat- 
| ulated the country, is not only subversive of the 
|| Constitution, but is a monstrous principle ! 
| I want this matter to properly go before the 
country. Ido not want to be placed ina false 
| position. I must use what feeble means [ have 
|| to repel the ingenious assaults whic! are to be, 
||‘and now are, made against the Democratic party. 
The Black Republicans, as they are called, make 


war on the Constitution, in reference to slavery. 
|The Know Nothing or American party make 
/ war on the Constitution, in regard to religious 
| toleration. That the latter, in their national 
| council, made war on civil and religious liberty, 
| is admitted by two gentlemen of the same party— 
| one from Louisiana and the other from Alabama. 


[ONAL GLOBE. 


'| influence of those men was almost irresistible in 


171 
I will say here, what I have often said at home, 
that the violation of either the provision of the 
Constitution in reference to religious toleration, 
or that in regard to slavery, is equally vital. [ 
will vote for a Black Republican as soon as I 
would for any man who did not in toto repudiate 
Philadelphia 
vatform. I never fail to express an opinien 
which I may honestly entertain. This opinion 
is one th it ought to be express d, and clearly 
and foreibly expressed. These two parties, I 


repeat, are alike objectionable, so long as thev 


, bo} . > 
the odious eignth section of the 


retain in their creeds these anti-constitational 
doctrines. If the southern Americans abandon 
the eighth section of their national platform, and 
their other objectionable doctrines, then I meet 
them as political friends; for it is equally as im- 
portant for us to maintain that provision of the 
Constitution relating to relicious toleration as the 
one relating to slavery. Sir, | voted against lay- 
ing that resolution on the tabl , tor the purpose 
of giving those gentlemen a fair chance. I did 
not do it to get any advantage of them: for, sir, 
lL seek no advantage of any man, and more pau- 
ticularly would L seek no advantage from that 
party which is so fast fading from existenee as 
the late Know Nothing party. I did it in good 
faith, in order to give them a chance to show 
their hand, and to remove the difficuities whieh 
exist here. But, to the astonishment of this side 
of the House, enough of them voted aeainst the 
resolution to prevent its passage; and therefore 
a large number of our friends changed their votes. 
1 did not change mine, because | never chanre a 
vote that has been given with an understanding 
of all the facts of the case. I never have done 
it, and | never exp ct to do it. L have changed 
many votes, when I did not understand the ques- 
tions, but that is the only reason which, my 
opinion, would justify me in changing my votes. 

Now, sir, the intent of the American party, as 
indicated by the gentlemen who have spoken in 
this debate, is to cast the odium of our nen-or- 
ganization upon the Democratic party and upen 
the Administration. As I said before, | know 
that the President of the United States desires 
an organization,—not that he would interfere at 
all, by any means,—but as the Exceutive of this 


} the regular way, and to let the popular wiil have 


free expression through its only legitimate organ. 
‘That is his desire, lapprehend, without even a 
thought as to who shall preside over this body. 
This is an inquiry he has no right to make, ex- 
cept in a spirit of solicitude for the interest of the 
country. ILsay here, now, to this House, that I 
believe there ought to be a speedy organization, 
more particularly in view of the critical state of 
our foreign relations as disclosed in the President’s 
message, which we have really, though not offiei- 
ally,read. W hile [ believe that, Las firraly believe 
that the only party which can save the country is 
the Democratic party, and | believe that it is um- 
portant to preserve it in its unity and its streneth. 
That was exhibited at the meoming of the present 
Administration. I desire to say a word or two 
upon that subject, and I shall have done. 

Those rentliemen who are allernpling here to 
cast odium upon the present Administration, are 
placing themselves in an unenviable attitude be- 
fore the country, if not now, at least in days to 
come. When this Administration came into 
power, it found the Government, to use a common 
expression, lying ** loose all about.”’ Lt found 
every Department of it disorganized or unorgan- 
ized. It found thirty six secret inspectors of the 
customs stalking the streets of Washington upona 
salary of $100,000 in the aggregate, without any- 
thing to do; it struck them off the list, and re- 
organized every branch of the Government and of 
the public service. Now, sir, you may come on 
with your committees—I care not who appoints 


' them, even if he be the worst enemy of the Ad- 


ministration—and letthem go into their investiga- 
tions. Those investigations will only stow what 
I have stated, that the Democratic party is the 
only party that has ever shown its capacity to 
administer properly the affairs of this Govern- 
ment. I only wish the Opposition would examine 
the conduct and business of the various Depart- 
ments of this Goverament. 

1, sir, have never asked anything at the hands 
of this Administration. I have never had any- 
thing. Ido not want anything. But when I see 
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an Administration assailed in this indirect way, | 


which has been true to the country, true to the 
Constitution, and true to the principles and opin- 
ions of the very gentlemen who assail it upon the 
great que stion of the day, I feel thet silence would 
do injustice not only to the Administration, but 


to the country. While upon this subject I may | 


say, that when we ask these gentlemen what | 


objection they have to the Administration, or to 
the President, they universally refer to some 
appointment to office. I want to express this 
opinion here, sir, that I think it unbecoming in a 
southern man to stickle about the appointment 
of any officer of this Government. Why, sir, I 
am willing that you shall have all the offices. 
The North may have them all if she wants them. 
Give us our constitutional rights, and that is all 
that we ask of you. 


I, for one, stand here to say | 


that the President may reject every man for whose | 
appointment L ask, and | will never complain of | 


him as long as he sustains those constitutional 


righis which I believe to be dear to the people 


of my section, and absolutely necessary to the | 


perpetuity of this Union. That is all | ask of 
the Administration; and I submit that it is not in 


keeping with the dignity, the character, and the | 


chivalry, if | may so speak, of southern men, to | 


stickle about the appointment of officers by a man 


who, amidst all the prejudices of his own section, | 


stands by the peculiar institution of the South, | 


as cuarantied by the Constitution. When lam 
expressed his opposition to slavery, I say that he 
is only entitled to the more credit for the support 
of the guarantees of the Constitution that protect 
usin the enjoyment of that institution. 


The man | 


who owns a thousand or ten slaves is entitled to | 


no credit for the support of the institution. It is 
his interest to do it, 
raised at the North, in the midst of all the preju- 
dices which havé been excited there by dema- 
gogues and politicians against this institution, 
and yet has the boldness, the courage, and the 
patriotism, to stand by the guarantees of the 
Constitution for the protection of our rights and 
our institutions, is entitled to hirh credit, and a 
warm support from those who desire a perpetuity 
of the Union. I have but little patience with 
southern men who stickle about offices when 
such great principles as these are at stake. 

‘The position which the President has taken 
since his election, and in his late message, has 
been the jposition that he has uniformly taken 
during the course of a long public life—in the 
Legislature of New Hampshire, in the two 
branches of Congress, and in the executive chair; 
and J challenge the proof of any inconsistency on 
his part in relation to this question. And yet 


we see southern gentlemen here assailing him 


most furiously for what they call his Abolition 
tendencies, 
the minds of a portion of the people of the South 
who belong to the American party in relation to 
this, and 1 wish it to be corrected. I do not mean 
to impute improper motives to any of those gen- 
tlemen, but it is due to the history of the country 
that this thing shall go no further. lam willing 
to meet all men who make war upon no provision 
of the Constitution, as | understand it; and upon 
the subject of this Catholic test, upon equal terms, 
personally or politically, I beg leave simply to 
state what I said in a few words during the last 
Congress on this Catholic question, as [ was one 
of the first to diseuss this subject in the House 
of Representatives. I said it then, I say it now, 
and | intend always to say it: 

**f do not come as the advocate of the Catholic religion, 
or the apologist of the Catholic faith, believing, as | always 
have, in the religious doctrines of my ancestors. I, at an 
early day, imbibed a prejudice against the tenets of the 
Cathotie church, and these early impressions bave never 
heen removed. I dissent from its doctrines, discard its 
heresies, and denownece its persecution. 

**Lam a Protestant because I believe its teachings to be 
the teachings of the Bible, and its religion the religion of 
our Savior, Bot while [am strong in my own faith, [ 
seorn to proseribe others who differ from me in religious 
sentiment. Ido not seek to dive down into the hearts of 
men to ferret out their religious dogmas, but would secure 
to every denomination their constitutional ‘ right to wor- 
ship God according to the dictates of their own con- 
science,’ ”? 

For this I was denounced at home as being 
favorable to Catholicism, and many votes were 
cast against me on account of a deluded belief 
that I favored their religious dogmas. Yet, now 


it is said upon this floer, by honorable genuemen 





I feel, sir, that there is an error in | 


But the man who has been | 





etna ae ct 


= 
who are acknowledged leaders of the so-called H sel 


American party, that any other doctrine than 
this, which I asserted during the last Congress, 
and for which | was furiously denounced by 
that party in Tennessee, is not only subversive 
of the Constitution, but is menstrous. It is for 
this reason that I have read it, because every man 


| 


in my district and in my State will see at once | 


leaders of that party on this floor; ‘and yet they 
complain of us for objecting to that feature of 


that the point made against me has now not only | 
been abandoned, but denounced, by some of the | 


their national platform which the * sober second | 


of tfe 
With all due deference to those gen- 


thought” 
abandon. 


veople has compelled them to | 


tlemen, I think it is time now that they should | 


agree upon some common ground, and let us 
know what it is, so that the country may not be 
longer misled. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, I must return my most grate- 
ful thanks to the House for the privilege they 
have accorded me to make this explanation, and 
for the attention with which they have listened 
to the remarks I have had the honor to submit. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I should be pleased to say 
a few words before L record my vote. 

Mr. HUGHSTON. I object. 

Mr. WHITNEY. With the consent of the 
House I wish to say a few words, suggested by 
the remarks of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee 


took place in this House on Monday last. 

The CLERK. 
York withdraw his objection ? 

Mr. HUGHSTON,. Ido not. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I think it due to the gentle- 
man from New York that he should be heard, and 
therefore I move that he be permitted to proceed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WHITNEY, (resuming.) Allusion has 


been made here to the fact that gentlemen in this 


} | {Mr. Smiru] in connection with the debate which | 
told that the President of the United States has || i 


Does the gentleman from New | 


| House, who owe their election to the party which 


| L also represent, and whose principles I cherish, 
have dissented, in the strongest terms, from one 
of the cardinal principles of that party. 
men, sir, have the undoubted right to express upon 


Gentle- | 


this floor their views and their sentiments upon | 
all political subjects, liable to the serutiny of | 


| legislation, and interesting to the public. But, 
' sir, when gentlemen, in their individual capacity, 


. . | 
assume to place constructions upon creeds, plat- 


forms, or principles of any given party, contrary 
to the letter of that creed, that platform, or those 
principles, they cease to speak for the party. 
Such, sir, I think is the attitude assumed by the 
| centleman from Louisiana. Unless 1 mistake his 


position much, he has assumed the attitude of | 


championship on behalf of the church militant, 


| the church political in the United States. If such | 


| be the fact, | advise him to burnish his armor, | 
point his lance, and set it well in its rest, for he | 


will find himself called upon to meet in the arena, 
stern facts and realities invulnerable, upon that 


cannot be veiled in sophistry. The rule, sir, of 
our House forbids more than a mere allusion to 
these facts at the present time; but, sir, at the 
proper period, when these subjects shall be fairly 
presented for discussion, I ean assure the gentle- 
} man from Louisiana, and all others who choose 
to present the gauntiet upon that issue, that they 
shall be met as men. 
to allude to a cotemporancous fact of history, 
connected with a question raised by my colleague 
from New York (Mr. Kerry] during the debate 
which oecurred on Monday. I read, sir, from 
the published debates of that day, a question 
propounded by that gentleman to the gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. Smirx.] It is thts: 

“1 desire to know if the gentleman from Alabama will 
say here in bis place, that he has ever known a Catholic, 


native-born ora foreigner, who has becomea naturahzedeit- 
izen, Who was opposed to the instituiions of this country 2? 


In this debate, sir, we are to deal not with men, 
| but with measures, with systems, with principles 
| and influences; and though it may be necessary 
| at times, in dealing with those measurcs‘and sys- 
tems, to refer to men, the less we individualize 
the better. But, sir, I stand here to answer di- 
| reetly the question of the gentleman from New 
| York. I stand here to say to him, to this House, 
and to the country, that individuals in this coun- 


issue—facts, sir, which cannot be misconstrued | 
like the platform of a party—realities which | 


I desire now, sir, simply | 


| try, naturalized Catholics, have presented theme | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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vesin hostility to the laws of the country, ‘and 
those laws I imagine to be a part of its instity. 


tions, 


But, sir, en passant, dealing with measures 
principles, and systems, I would inquire what 
are we to expect for republican liberty froy a 
system which declares sentiments like these 
which I quote from a late encyclical letter of tha 
present pontiff of Rome? It says: 

‘Liberty of conscience is an absurd and dan 
maxim, or rather the ravings of delirium.» 

Also, in the same letter: 

“The liberty of the press is that fatal license of which 
we cannot entertain too great a horror.’? 

Sir, if the gentleman from New York [Mr, 
Ketty] is one of the true faith, he must indorse 
the doctrine of that letter; and if he does not in. 
dorse that doctrine, he is not proscribed by the 
eighth seetion of the Philadelphia platform, 

It is perhaps not generally known, thouch the 
fact is one of history, that at the Council of 
Bishops, held in the city of Baltimore in the year 
1849, an ordinance was passed to this effect, [¢ 
is still extant, in most excellent Latin, and [| 
pledge myself to the House that I will present q 
free translation of it mto pure English in the 


gerous 


| course of the debates upon this subject. That 
| ordinance provides, that the Bishops of the Romish 
| churches in this country shall take into their own 


hands the temporal effeets—the property of their 
several churches, the law of any State to the 
contrary notwithstanding. There, sir, isa direct 
attack upon the institutions of our country by the 
hierarchy of the Romish chureh. Bat let us look 
at the practical effect of the provisions of that 
ordinance. ‘The Bishop of Buffalo, in the State 
which I have the honor in part to represent, 
demanded of the trustees of the St. Louis church 
in that city, the tenure of their property. 

The CLERK. The gentleman’s time has 
expired. [Cries of ** Go 6n!”? “*Goon!’’] 

Mr. KEITT. [ trust the House will permit 


| the gentleman to proceed, and I make a motion 


to that effect. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITNEY. The Bishop of Buffalo de- 
manded of the trustees of his diocese to deliver 
over the property of that church into his hands. 
‘Those trustees, be it understood, held that prop- 


‘| erty by a law of the State of New York. They 


declined a compliance with the demand, and the 
Bishop proceeded to coercive measures. He 
took from them their spiritual instructor and 
guide, closed the doors of their church, and held 
them in abeyance. The trustees still refused 
compliance, and the Bishop sent to the triple 
crown at Rome for instructions. The result of 
that message cannot be forgotten. The Nuncio 
Bedini came to America, and proceeded to But- 
falo. 1 divest my discourse of all extraneous 
matter. Bedini, | say, proceeded to the city of 
Buffalo, and entered upon an examination of the 
merits of the controversy, the laws of the State 
at the same time before him 
Mr. QUITMAN, (interrupting.) I am sorry, 
Mr. Clerk, to have to interrupt the gentleman 
from New York, but I make this question of 
order: The House has adopted a resolution to 
limit debate to ten minutes, unless a longer time 
be allowed to a member by the unanimous con- 
sent of the House. Now I object to the gentle- 
man proceeding in his remarks beyond that 
limit. I do not wish to see th® time of the House 
any longer consumed with sach discussions as 
we have had here for the last six weeks. If the 
gentleman from New York will permit me, I 
will sey one word more. I object to the discus- 
sion of the issues raised by the gentlemen on 
the other side about the Church of Rome. 
The CLERK. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi objects to the gentleman from New York 
roceeding after his time has expired. The Clerk, 
1owever, thinks that the. gentleman from New 
York is in order, inasmuch as a majority of the 
House allows ‘him to proceed, and imasmuch as 
others have gone on in the same way. 
Mr. WHITNEY. Five minutes more will 
suffice, as | am only answering a question pro- 
pounded by my colleague to the gentleman from 
Alabama. ‘I say, then, the Nuncio assumed the 
examination of the subject. 
Mr. KELLY. I desire, Mr. Clerk, to ask my 
colleague whether he has ever known an instance 
of a Catholic priest descending from his altar and 
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running asa sa candidate for Congress or the Legis- 
jature? [Laughter.] 

Mr. WHITN NE .f (unnotici ng or not he: wing 
the que stion of his colleague. ) The Nuncio de- 
clare vd to the trustees of the church of St. Louis 
that they must disobey the law of their State, 
must yield to their Bishop, and surrender their 
trust. Thetrustees re maining still contumacious, 
the Nuncio resorted to the only alternative known 

to the church: he hurle d upon that congregation 

the last impleme nt of Papal authority and ven- 
veance—the anathema maranatha, and turned his 
bac k upon them. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Linsist, Mr. Clerk, on the 

aint of order which I have raised. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Ihave finished my remarks, 
sir. [Laughte r.| 

(Loud eries of *¢ Call the roll!”*] 

The Clerk resumefi the call of the yeas and 








i MILLER, cf Indiana. I move to dis- 
ense with further proceedings 6n the call of the 
tas use. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Let the vote be first 
ann aaa There can be no dispensing with 
further ee on the eall, if the call of the 
House be not ordered. 

Mr. PELTON. I move that the reading of 
the names on the call of the yeas and nays be 
dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk announced the vote as above. 

Mr. KNIGHT. I have understood that our 
Democratic friends wish to make a continuous 
session until we shall have elected aSpeaker. In 
that matter I think I shall vote with them. I wish 
to have a session also until we elect a Speaker. 
It is clear that something out of the usual course 
must happen, or we cannot elect a Speaker. I 
oiler a plurality resolution, so as to avoid the 


necessity of a continuous session day and night 
which would not be so agreeable. The re solu- 
tion which I offer is as follows: 

Resoived, That this House will inmediately proceed in 


voting for aSpeakeras heretofore until there be an election, 

util three ballotings shall have been had, whenif there 
stall still be no election, the patson highest im vote on the 
third of said ballotings, and having a majority of a quorwn, 
shail be the Speaker of the Thirty-Fourth Congress. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I move to lay that reso- 
non the table; and on that motion | call for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. VAIL. I call for tellers 
nays. 

‘Tellers were not ordered. 

yeas and nays were ordered. 

KNIGHT. I desire to say that I mean by 
the werd’ in the resolution *‘as heretofore,”’ that 
we shall vote viva voce. 


The question was taken, and there were—yea 
113, nays 102; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
§. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Bur- 
1 ‘adwalader, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clark, Clingman, How- 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullen, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Powdell, Dunn, 
Fdmundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, 
Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
yi iven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, Keitt, Keliy, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lind- 
ley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxweil, McMullin, McQueen, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Paine, Peck, Pelto® Porter, Powell, Pringle, 
Quitman, Re sade, Ready, Rieaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruf- 
fin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 


liam Smith, William R. Smith, § uced, Stepheas, Stewart, 
Swor ne 





— 


son the yeas and 





Watker, W arner, Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, W inslow, 
Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoiter—113. 

N \Ys— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Bail, Barbour, Barclay, 
Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, ar 
aw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Camp- 
be lt, © haffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, C stile 
Damreil, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dic k- 
ton, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, ’Gallo- 
Way, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Hickman, Holloway, ‘“homas R. Horton, V alen- 
tne B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, | 








Meacham, [6ilian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 


Muri: ay, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, 
> , 


Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robi- | 
Son, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stan- | 


i, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Tedd, 
C: rafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Walirou, 
Cs dwalader C.W ashburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel 

ashburn, W. atson, Welch, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, 
and Woodworth—102. 


do the resolution was laid on the table. 
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Puryear, | 


, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, U nderwood, Vail, Valk, 


\uight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, M: itteson, Mc- | 


Peadier the all of. the voll, 

Mr. BURNETT rosetoa persons vlexplanation. 
He said: | hold in my hand, Mr. Clerk, an extraet 
taken from the Genesee ( Ne w Y ork) Demoerat, 
published, I believe, in the district of the honorable 
gentleman from New York, f Mr. Keusey.)] That 
gentleman and myself paired off here by agt 
ment until Friday last. I do not rise now for the 
purpose of c ere of the action of the gen- 
tleman at all, but only for the purpose of letting 
the country understand correetly that he paired 
off with myself, and in order that the gentleman 
may stand right at home. I will read the extract 
taken from that paper: 


rTee - 


“Our Congressman, Hon. Wa. H. Keusey, made us a 
fiving visit a few days since, returning to his seat in the 
House on Monday. It is gratifying to his constituents to 
observe that, ducing the struggle for Speaker, Mr. Ketsey’s 
vote has uniformly been placed where it will do the most 
effective service in the cause of freedor.’? 

Now, the portion to which I desire to call the 
attention of that gentleman particularly, is as 
ollows. The editor here ; t ak as by 
follows. he editor here scems to speak as Dy 
authority from him; and he ec 


7 in explain whether 
the ed litor s] 


veaks by authority, aud represents him 
correct] yo : not: 


‘In order to make a visit to his home, he ‘ paired off? 
with a member from Alabama—a Ricuarpson man—and 
Major WittiaMms, of Monroe, whose vote has been among 
the scattering, making, if we may be allowed the expression, 
atriple pair. The lady of Mr. K. returned with him to 
Washington.’ 

Now, sir, I made an agreement with Mr. Ket- 
SEY, by which we paired off together until the 
4th of January. That agreement he duly kept 
with me up te » that time, and I have no ex ymplaint 
to make as far as that is concerned. But here is 
the point which I make: that the gentleman at 
home claims the credit of having made a triple 
pair, thereby strengthening his party. 
the point to ) which L object. 
me; and lest there might be supposed to be ar Ly 
mistake in the name he re published in this paper, 
I desire to state that there has been no scattering 
of votes so far as | am concerned, L havine uni- 
formly, since the commenced, voted for 
the gentleman from Illinois, | Mr. Ricmarpsow. } 
ldo not desire that the ventlieman from Ne Ww York 
{[Mr. Kesey] should have the credit at home of 
making such a bargain as he is here represented 
to have mad if the editor of this paper rep- 
resents the gentleman corre 


hat is 
He paired off with 





contest 


ctly, then, sir, | do 
not regard the position which he oceupies as an 
enviable one by any means. The ¢ 
explain how this matter stands. I vote ay. 

Mr. KELSEY. If this is a proper time to 
respond to the gentleman from Kentucky [{ Mr. 
- rNETT|—and | suppose it is—! desire to si ay to 

at ge nile man, that! paire xd off with him and with 
him only, and that the para: zraph which he has 
read from the paper published in my district is 
incorrect. J did repeat—and, I presume, in the 
hearing of the editor of that paper—that some 
centlemen who voted with us on this side of th 
House held that we should not pair off unless it 
were with a Ricuarpson man and a Futter man, 
so as to neutralize parties. I stated that this had 
not been done in my case, although, probably 
the same practical re; le wouid be reached, he- - 
eause Major WiiuiaMs, of wlonroe, who was 
scattering his vote, liad returned home at the same 
time I did, and that I offered to take him in and 
— atrio. It will thus be seen how that para- 

graph found its way into the paper. I trust that 
ae explanation w ill satis ‘fy gentlemen on this 


entleman can 


floor how the matter stands, and that it will es- | 


pecially satisfy those,who have had the kindness 
to call my attention to a letter written by an 
individual in my district, inclosing that slip to 
various persons here. 1 do not propose to notice 
anything coming from that source. When any 
eharge against me has a responsible, or even a 
decent backer, | will meet every question which 
gentlemen here or elsewhere choose to raise with 
“mie. 

Mr. BURNETT, (interrupting.) Will the 
gentleman from New York allow me to ask him 
a question ? 
applies the latter portion of his remarks? 

Mr. KELSEY. I applied it to the writer of 
the letter inclosing this slip, which has been sent 
here, and to which some gentlemen have had the 
kindness to call my attention this morning. 


| Mr. WILLIAMS. I desire to state that there 


was no arrangement whatever made between my | 


I want to understand to whom he | 
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| English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Puller, Good 


13 


and myself in relation 


ele sarue TMr. Tiree 
to my vote, " 

The matter here dronped, 
sumed the call of the rall. 

Also, pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. PENNINGTON said: Mr. ¢ 
New York 
graph—transterred to that paper from the 
Teleecraph of the 4th instant—has fallen under 
my observation. I desire to read it, and then to 
savy a word to the Heuse in relation to it. The 
paragraph is as follows: 


and the Clerk re- 


‘lerk, in the 
Tribune of the 7th inst ant, a para- 
Boston 


‘Mr. Pexntrxneron at Roeron.—We believe there haa 
been no public statement of the fact that Mr. Pexsie'ron, 
the New Jersey ( who has received som 
votes for Speak has been in this city recently On & Visit 
to Governor Gardiner. He was here last Saturday. Sor 
person, Who saw him at the State ones , necompanied by 
the Governor, thinks that this visit he’ some pecullar sig 
nificance. A telegraphic dispatch states that thege has 
been an effort at Washington to induce Mr. PENNINGTON to 
decline being a candidate for the speakership. We shail 
soon know the result of this effort.— Heston Telegraph, 
January 4.”” 


ongressman, 


I presume, Mr. Clerk, that this paracraph hes 
fallen under the observation of other members of 
this House; and they must, I think, have been 
considerably surprised on reading it; for itis well 
known to all the members of this House, that, on 
the day referred to in the article which I have 
read, Mr. Pennrneron was in his place in this 
Hall attending diligently to the public 
Now, I wish to state that, althouzh it is possi- 
ble this statement may be true, (for it is said 
nothing ts impossible,) | have no personal knowl- 
edve of the fuct so positively and circeumstantially 
stated. [Great laughter.}] And I will state to 
the House that ifa 
to Boston, the 


business. 


ny such visit asthis was madd 
transit thither was 
tel craphie wires, and the return by the same con 
veyance—| renewed laughter }]—an ach 
which ought to be made 


made by the 


vement 
known to the scientt 
world without further delay. [Renewed laugh- 
ter. | 

TRAFTON. I think I may be able to 
throw a little light upon that myst 
I saw the statement the gentlem 


erious fact 
has read in 
Sprinetie lad 
"That correspondent stated that Mr 
PENNINGTON was in Boston in conference wit! 
Governor Gardiner. ‘The Boston Telegraph, and 
l suppose the New York ‘Tri mune, Cop d th 
statement from the Republican, the correspond 
ent of the Republican being responsible for it. 
It mav no doubt be accounted for on the 
of spiritual rappings. [Laughter.] 

The call of the roll was then concluded, and 
the result announced, as above stated. 

{Cries of ** Call the roll!’’] 

‘The House proces ded to vote the ninety-ninth 
time for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes cast, 214; necessary to a choice, 
108; of which— 


, > 
the Boston correspondence of the 


> eal - 
cepublican 


ground 


Nathaniel P. Banks reeeived......... ° ° e9 
William A. Richardson...... Sabb ceddsvouss diodes 72 
Henry Mz Puller cao ensesices odes OF06 EE eed copons 3a 
Alexander C. M. Pemmington.... ccsccccc coscscces 7 
FORAGE Tas Oi cdc avicwibaccustctctectoce sane base 2 
Folae WIRES boc ccc cetccccccccevtes ccswvdbccues I 
Gilehrias POCO aoe 0c dace ce c60ncccg ede shacteedas l 
Henry Bennett ......ceccccsccess eocccces : : 1 


So there was no shoice. 


The following is the vOte m detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball. Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Buflington, Burlingame, James H. ¢ unpbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Conuus, Cragi 
Cumback. Damretl, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Ww re 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Plagier, Galloway, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 8B. Hall, Harlan, 
Holloway, ‘Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- 
ard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Kuowlton, 
Knox, Leiter. Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, An 
drew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Prin- 
gle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, ‘Thurston, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Eflim B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Wetch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, 
Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers 
Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Craige, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott 


Sabin, Sage, 


, 


; 
Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
Herbert, Hickuran, Houston, Jewett, George W. 


Greenwood, 


L,. Harris, 


| Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 


8. Marshall, Maxwell, MceMullin, MeQueen, Sinith Miller, 
Milison, Mordeeni Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Pheips, Pow- 
el, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. 








- 
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mith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Tay 


«2 
lor. Vail. Warner, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
and Jolw V. Wight 

For Mr. Puller—Mesers. John P. Campbell, Cartile, Cox, 
tu iH ee ter Daves, Etherndee. Eustis, Rvanes, 
Post J, 5 iaon tharris, Hoffman, Kennett. Lake, Lin 
j \ rit, Maas i, Hamphrey Var 1, Miliw 
i " , Purvear, i rR Rien hit Wi 
! nith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, 1 rwooul, Vath, 
Vi r. Wintne and 4 i" bert 

} Pennington—M Puna, B Is, Harrison 
il u inet R 0 

i ir. Orv Vii | i id Williams. 

For Mr, William Vir. Wheeler 

bor Mr. Povter—Mr. U Vi. Fuller. 

For Mr. Bennett Vr. Drenton. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I regret the ne- 
cessity of asking of .the Liouse, the privils ve of 


making astatement somewhat personal in its char- 
acter. [donot know that L shall be able to make 
it aw intelligible as Leould wish inashort time, as 
it may involve the necessity ofan explanation from 
a collea of mine from Ohio, and also from 
son Hious ] therefore 
ask that Ll can be permitted, by unanimous con- 
ent, to occupy more than ten m 
time of the House. [A general assent was ex- 
ssed to the request.| IT preface the reading of 
a portion of a letter written by my venerable 
colleague from the western reserve [Mr. Gip- 
pinGs| to a paper in his district, republished in 
the New York Tribune and other papers, to which 
my attention was not called until within a day or 
two, by this statement. Ll regretexceedingly that 
ever uy name was connected with this question 
of the speakership. LT regret sull more that the 
spirit of frankness and candor 1 have endeavored 
to evinee in all the conferences | have had with 
the members of this body, has not seemed to 
have been met with a corresponding spirit. 

From the very commencement, sir, | took the 
ground, when I was consulted, that | desired those 
who were opposed to the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise to confer torether and ascertain who 
was the strongest man to be run for that office, to 
let me know the result,and | would stand by them 
to the end tn his support; expressing for myself 
simply this desire, that if our friends thought 
proper to present my name, if it should be ascer- 
tained that | had the greatest amount of streneth, 
they should stand by me, not deserting or leaving 
me to be humiliated in the face of the common 
foe, Suggestions were made that it would be well 
to gratify this man and that man with compli- 
mentary votes, to which | uniformly responded 
that | wanted no complimentary votes, that I came 
here to transact business—to elect a Speaker, &c., 
and not for compliments at the expense of duty. 

1 send now the extract to which I refer, and 
ask that it may be read. There are other mat- 
ters in the letter with which I have nothing to 
do. I ask the Clerk to read merely the extract 
I have marked. 

Several Members. 
read, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
that I only ask that the portion I have indicated 
may be read. 

‘The Clerk then proceeded to read as follows: 

“On Tnesday, it was proposed to give Mr. CAMPBELL 
as high a vote as we could, preparatory to leaving him and 


concentriting upon some offer candidate. One gentleman, 
of New York, tatormed me that it was agreed to go for 


other members of the 
nutes of the 


nr 
}! 


Read itall. Let it all be 


It is because of its length 


Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts, next; and when we had | 
iven as high a vote as we could, we should then elect Mr. | 


*ENNEINGTON, Of New Jersey. He did not say by whom such 


agreement had been enteredinto. Mr. Campee.s.’s vote was | 


raised, by the efforts of Mr. Banks's friends, to eighty-one ; 
but Mr. Camppepy’s friends were unwilling to have him 
Withdraw. They thought such a majority ought notto yield 
to a hitnority. 
jority was ra a large proportion made up of members who 
preferred other candidates, but who were induced to vote 


But it should be borne in mind that this ma- | 


for Mr. Camppens in order to gratify him and bis friends, | 


and place him in a situation to withdraw honorably. 
“As his friends did not withdraw his name, members 


fell down to forty-five. Chad been among those who had 
given our votes tor Banks, when it was first proposed to 
give CaMPBeELL a heavy poll, preparatory to withdrawal ; 
aud, at the earnest solicitation of friends, changed, and 
aga voted for him, when | had no expectation of his elee- 
tion. It was,in my opinion, a wrong vote; for statesmen 
should always move directly and frankly to their object. | 
Yet it gratified friends, at the expense of my own consist- 
eney on the record—a thing which I never did before, and 
think i never will again.”’ 

° * * * . . 


. * * 


* At the adjournment of the House there was some feel- | 
ing against Mr. Campset, of our State. He had probably | 
been somewhat imprudent in expressing the opinion that | 
Mr. BDanxe could not be elected, and inferences were drawn | 


* 
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| say, that 1 might have uttered sentiments which 


| state matters which I never thought of declaring— 
| then I can say to him that I have no disposition 


| | ever intend to say, that my colleague had made 
began to lead off on to Mr. Banks, until CampBeLu’s vote || 


also from the fact that those three members from Ohio, and |) 
two from Lndiana, being his friends, yet voting in opposition |) 
to Mr. Banks, had done so with Mr. Camprere’s appreval. | 
[merely give the historic facet that this feeling existed some 

what extensively, without expressing any opimion as to its | 


correctness," 


Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. ss! 
would ask tie oe Mat man fr mm Oho whe ther, 
or not, he has any o! ‘tion to the reading of 
the entire letter? I, of course, shall not propose 
the reading of any portion to which he objects. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. My only objection to the 
reading of the entire paper is, that it would.con- 
sun 0 much of the time of the House. {Cries 
of ** Read tf?) 

Mr. HOUSTON. Time will be allowed you 
for the reading of the paper. 

The CLERK. Th 
that the paper shall be read. 
man from Ohio object? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will proceed with my 
remarks, for the purpose of making which I took | 
the floor. That portion of it has been read which 
al personally. IT have nothing to do | 
with that portion which refers to others. | 

Mr. Clerk, before presenting my objections to | 
the paragraph which has just been read, I have 
to request of those persons who agreed and con- 
sulted with me relative to the question of the 
speakership, that they will, if ] have stated any- 
thing in reference to it which is not strictly true, 
rise up in their places and make it now known. 
Do any of them deny [ took the position, uni- 
formly, that | wanted no personal gratification, 
no complimentary votes? [ pause. There is no 
one; and I will proceed. 

Mr. Clerk, the inference fairly deducible from 
the extract in my colleague’s letter, which has 
just been read, and which has gone before the 
country, is, that I stood here keeping this body 
together for five days, asking simply that I 
should get a vote that would gratify my own 
feelings and allow me to retire with honor. If 
my colleague meant to make a charge against | 
me of that sort, either directly or indirectly, | de- 
sire that he will say so before this House and the 
country. If not, | must be relieved from the 
inferential imputation of that paper. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Mr. Clerk, I have but a 
word to say, and that word is, and will be, well 
understood by the House and the country. When | 
I speak from my seat or by my pen, it is my 
intention, at all times, to utter the simple truth— 
to do no man injustice. My colleague does not 
deny one word or syllable that is written in the 
extract read. I do not understand him as deny- 
ing any; if he does, he will say so. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If my colleague intends 
that the inference shall be drawn from what he 
has written, that I desired a single vote for per- 
sonal gratification, I tell him that it is without 
any foundation in fact. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. If my colleague intends to 


lw t 
‘ QD 


e 


Does the gentle- 


ywplies to me 


( 


would have been untrue—if he wishes me to now 


to do so. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. My colleague can settle 
the matter ina moment. Did he intend that the 
inference I have indicated should be drawn from 
what he had written? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. If my colleague will keep 
cool, he will be answered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will keep as cool as my 
colleague. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I seg no reason why my 
friend or myself should be excited on the present 
occasion. 1 state now, as | have done already, 
that | gave utterance to naught other than the 
simple facts. I never thought of saying, nor did 








| 


or entered into any arrangement of the kind to 
which allusion has been made. I neverexchanged 
a word with him on the subject; nor did I hear a 
man express the idea of his in any way interfer- 
ing in the question. I have imputed to him no 
expression of the kind indicated. In explaining 
the difficulties here, I did state what members had 
said, what it was proposed to do, and what has 
been done. My colleague takes no exception to 
that; but he thinks that an inference might be 
drawn which would be prejudicial to him. If he 
desires it, 1 will exeulpate him ffom any implica- 
tion, or conclusion, or imputation of the charac- 


i 
| 


GLOBE. 
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ter described; for I intended none such, [Crieg 
of ** That is enough!”’ “That willdo!’*] | think 
that my colleague might have saved some impruta. 
tions in regard to myself which were in the first 
portion of his remarks. He must know that, if | 
have any sentiment which reigns predominant, it 
is to do him and every othercolleague, and, indeed 
every man in this House, full and exact justice.’ 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I certainly said nothins 
in any unkind feeling. . 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Then I withdraw what | 
have said on that point. IL did think that there 
was some unkind expressions in the first por- 
tion of my colleacue’s remarks. 


Mr.CAMPBELL. Ihave had no disposition 


| of unkindness towards the gentleman, 
House, it seems, desires || 


Mr. GIDDINGS. Therefore 1 withdraw any. 
| thing in my remarks which my colleague may 
think unkind towards him. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I confess, Mr. Clerk, and 
I think that the House will justify me in the cop. 
clusion, that thére seemed to be something in the 
letter of my colleague which cast an imputation 
on me. [desired my colleague to relieve himself 
from any intention of such imputation. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The unkind remarks to 
which IT referred were those in which my col. 
league stated that he had dealt in great frankne 88, 

/and had hoped to have been met ina correspond- 
ing feeling of candor. That was the substance, 
if not the exact words of the gentleman’s remarks, 

| 1 thought it meant to impute to me the want of 
candor and friendly feeling. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I had reference in those 
remarks to other matters than my colleague's 
letters. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. You did not impute want 
of frankness to me ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I did not. In all ourcon. 

versations there has been, I believe, mutual 

frankness. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I withdraw every unkind 
expression on my part. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I want to know, before I 
leave this matter, whether there is any friend 
of mine who ever heard me, during this contro- 
versy, express, either directly or indirectly, any 
desire to receive any vote to gratify myself, or in 
order that | might retire with honor. If there is 
any such, L request it as a favor that he will get 
| up in his place and declare the fact. As there is 

no member who will make such declaration, I 
| have nothing further to say on this subject. 

1 come now to another matter to which | desire 
to call the attention of the House, because it seems 
to affect my friend from South Carolina [{Mr. 
Orr] as well as myself. [Tam notin the habit of 
noticing on this floor what the newspapers say of 
me. Insix years’ service | have never consumed 
| the time of this House with any such explanation. 
Were I to undertake to correct all the misrepre- 
sentations that have been made through the news- 
paper press in reference to my course during the 
last few months, it would take perhaps a week of 
| the valuable time of this body. I recollect that 
during the last summer—and [ speak of it now 
in the hearing of one of the editors of the paper, 
| who, as an ex-member of Congress, is entitled 
to the privileges of the Hall—I was denounced 
in the New York Tribune as being in the city of 
| Philadelphia, endeavoring to sell out the northern 
| portion of the American party to the ‘slave oli- 

garchy ”’ of the South. “ , 

The truth of the matter is simply this, that at 

that very time I could not have been in the city 

_of Philadelphia, unless I had been sent by this 

| new system of telegraph which the gentleman 
| from New Jersey [Mr. Pusenierent has spoken 
| of, in the morning from my home on the Miami, 
and returned again in time for my dinner. In 
| reference to the charge of being a ‘* doughface, 
that has been heralded through that press and 
others, to my constituents, and all over the coun- 
try, I have simply to say, without intending t 
use denunciatory language, or any expressions 
| of unkindness to those ecitors, that there is not 
| one syllable of truth in this charge. I have unr 
formly, since 1 have been connected with politics, 
| taken the position, that power is conferred upo" 
| Congress by the Constitution to‘exclude slavery 
from the Territories, and I have contended that 
itis expedient to exercise that power. I have 
fought the battle before the people upon that 
principle, and I appeal to gentlemen from every 
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i tion of this country to say, whether I have 
; ot, in my poor feeble way, foughtthe battle here; 
id 1 challenge all the ‘Tribunes, and all the 

enapers, and all the letter-writers, and all the 
a ders, and the rest of mankind, to prove that 








[ever utter d, either in writing or orally, publicly 
a privately, here or elsewhere, any thing incon- 
) ) that position. 
Now, Mr. Clerk, a few days ago, our Repub- 
: friends on this side of the House thought 
+ to follow in the lead of the distinguished 
man from Georgia, { Mr. STEPHENS, | and 
7 for a continuous session of this body. l 
shoneht it was rather a remarkable thing, for | 
have had the honor of sitting with that gentleman 
for six VCUrs past, and | know he is too shrewd 
; ihe too rood a tactician, and too well versed 
arliamentary tactics, to commit a mistake, or 
ny proposition advantageous to his oppo- 
i did not think it wise that we should on 
that oceasion follow his lead, but I voted with my 
¢. ds, because l thought it best not to separate 
fr mon that vote. When that resolution 
‘ ssed, | made a proposition which seems 
to have disturbed our friends somewhat. What 





was it? Simply, that the te mporary pn iding pow- 


ers pow exercised by the Clerk should be transfer- 

i, untila Speaker was elected, to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, {Mr. Orr.}] Why didldo 
it? I stated at the time, and I now repeat—for I 
want it to go to the country—that on a former and 
somewhat similar oecasion, when a temporary 
presiding officer was needed, Mr. Rheit, of South 
Carolina, made the courteous motion by which 
there was called to that chair ‘* the old man elo- 
quent,’ the distinguished Joun Quincy Apams, 
and | thought that, in submitting the motion, (as 
l am regarded as an extreme northern man,) 
there would be a seeming propriety in selecting 


> qualified who was opposed to me in 





‘anch of national polities by way of re- 
ciprocating the compliment then tendered by the 
South to the North. Onthe next morning! with- 
drew it, and on that occasion the distinguished 
gentieman from South Carelina [Mr. Orr] made 
aremark to which I paid little attention at the 
time, because I regarded it only as one of the 
thousand little slanders that were being passed 
about here for sinister purposes; the remark was 
to this effect, that there had been, as h® under- 
stood,a charge made that there was collusion 
between the gentleman and myself in reference to 
my proposition, prejudicial to me. 

I find, sir, that the fact that 1 made that motion 
has been used not only to my prejudice, but to 
his. A newspaper—another Tribune—the Chi- 
cago Tribune —comes here, and is circulated 
through the Northwest, containing a charge that 
I had moved a resolution to give Mr. Orr the full 
powers of Speaker, and upon that false charge they 
predicate again the charge of “ doughfaceism.”’ 
Other papers join in this war-cry, and bolster it 
up by a reference to the old assault of the New 
York Tribune. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, I wish to apologize to the 
gentleman from South Carolina, because it seems 
that I have injured him by my motion 

Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) The gentleman will 
pardon me for interrupting him for a moment. 
vpon the oceasion to which the gentleman re- 
ferred, | thanked him for the compliment which 
he paid me in placing my name in the resolution 
which he offered, providing for.sa temporary 
Chairman of this House. It is not necessary 
that he should claim any pardon at my hands 
now I appreciated the courtesy, and I have no 
doubt that a very large proportion of the people 
of that region of the country from which ' come 
Wil also appreciate his courtesy and magna- | 
himity. I appreciated it highly, for the reason 
that | had been associated with that gentleman 
lor six years upon this floor, and such a compli- 
ment coming from him was more highly prized 
“ian it would have been if it had come from a 
new member. I thanked him then for it, and I 
thank him now. It was a courtesy extended to | 
me, differing as we do in politics, which will be | 
appreciated by nine tenths of the people of the 
region ofcountry from whence | come, the Charles- | 
ton Mercury to the contrary notwithstanding. 

®t me say to the gentleman that that print has | 
for the last four or five years uniformly assailed 
me without any just cause. It is powerless to 
arm or help even one so humble as myself; it is | 
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incapable of practicing or even appreciating a just 
or generous act. I care not for its assaults, as I 
do not read them. I would rather it should be 
against me than forme. |Laughterand applause.) 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Having read the artic! 
in the Charleston Mercury, I did not know but I 
had, by that act of mine, unwittinely been th 


means of destroying the fair fame of the centle- 


man from South Carolina at | lt 


i nome. Wor ld 
seem that, because I made the motion, | am to 
put down at the North as a doughface; and at 
the South, if the assertions of the Mercury are to 
prevail, the gentleman from South Carolina is to 


be put down asa Free-Soiler. Well, it will be 
a fair pair-off; and when we go to the tombs 
political, | hope we shall both have a more quiet 


ume than either of us have had here. 

Again, because of these things, it has been 
charged in the newspapers, and it has been whis- 
pered around upon this floor, that I was, in fact, 


» tne 
the opponent of Mr. Banks. - On that point ! 
have a very few words to say, and I shall speak 
them with all frankness and candor. Mr. Banks 


never was, and he is not now, my first choice for 


the sp akership, for reasons—some of them of a 
public, and some of them of a private character— 
which it would not be proper now to give. But, 


Mr. Clerk, | have supperted him for about eighty 
votes, with the expectation and desire that this 
House might be organized. I have acted upon 
the principle that, if 1 could not have my first 
choie, nor my second choice, nor even my third 
choice, I would take almost any sort of choice 


, 


in order that we might go on and transact thi 
business of the country for which the px ople sent 
u®here. [am willing to make the sacrifice of my 
preferences, because I believe that every man 
who loves his country ou 


' } . 
oht to make some Sac- 
j 
i 


rifice of his personal predilections when he can 
do so without sacrificing Freat princi} if Ss, Wi h a 
view to the organization of this body. ‘That 
rentleman entertains some political i 
which I cannot approve. He knowsit. I have 
supported him b cause I believe he occu 
same position upon the question of slavery that 
I do, and which | have just avOoOW d—a position 
which propose Sto give to the siave Stat ‘Ss, in rood 
faith, everything which the Constitution of our 
y guaranties to them, and which propos 
all the powers of that instrum 
more—to prevent the extension 





ent—and no 
of the area or 
power of the institution of slavery. 

Again, I have supported that distinguished gen- 
tleman under the full belief that he is, as I am— 
and 1 am proud to declare it—an American, fay 
platise in the 


galleries,| and in favor of the leading 
characteristic principies of that organization. H 

openly declared such to be his principles when 
interrogated in the last Congress, and I know the 
fact from other sources. And recently, his col- 
league, [Mr. Damrei,] when the question was 
betore this body, declared the fact that he still 
belonged to that organization. If 1 have been 
deceived in this, it is due that either that gentle- 
man or his friends should undeceive me now: 
for there has been going on what is called the 
‘*crushing out’’ process. I understand full well 
that the leading politicians of this country, a year 


ago, sent out a decree from this Capitol, thatevery 
man who was adhering to the American party 
must be ** crushed out;’’ and that decree was fol- 
lowed up by the active efforts of prominent news- 
paper editors. I have been made to feel their 
power; but I still survive. 

I hold in my hand a copy of a paper, issued 
this day, which has a very extensive circulation 
in the North—the National Era, of this city. I 
find this language in that paper, speaking of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Ban«s:] 


“ What is his position? He is known to have been a 


Democrat, as he is known to be a Republican; but what 
Republican cares for his opinion about the tariff??? 

Now, sir, as a member of this body, I care 
about his opinion,and the opinion of every other 
gentleman in this Heuse, upon the subject of the 
tariff, because I am one of that class of politicians 
who believe in the great American principle sus- 
tained by the greatest American statesmen, that 
the Government ought to protect, by law, all the 
interests, and all the industry of this favored land 
of ours against the adverse policy of foreign na- 
tions. Yet I do not make that question para- 
mount to all others. Iam willing to waive that 
temporarily, for the sake cf achieving a greater 


end; but I cannot waive, 1 do not waive, and will 
not waive, for any purpose, all the principles 


declared by the American organization. | now 


Liesl Renail . 
read a little further fro { ira, Vil to 
othe rs to de cid Whether iviu rexpianat n 
from any One Is necessary o1 

‘Iie is known to have | ia men ror t \merican 
order: he is now a Republh 

ry . _ 

The inference would s 1 to —and f l 
not hold the gentleman from M 
sponsible for nt—that he has ¢ } is 
America isu. If that | the tact i l 
known, because | am bound to | ve, untul 
there shall be some clear and sa I 
to the con rary, that the statement of h - 
league, made the other day, was ¢ » that h 
stul adheres to the principles of that o1 iZa- 

i 


tion. _ 

And now, Mr. Clerk, having said t 
I thank the House for its attention. I 
voting with this understan | 
have been voting for th 


kit } irom iviuss@e- 
chusetts, not because he is my fi choice, but 
because | believed l should be advancme t se 
great principles by his election; and | expe to 
continue to vote for him until there shall be som 
reasonable prospect of concent ) suc- 
cessfully the anti- Ne braska and Am can iti- 
ment of this House upon some one else. Then 


I am ready to leave him. 

The cali of the roll was then resumed, and 

Mr. DAMRELL (when his name was called) 
said: I wish to make a simple statement. | 
desire now to reiterate the sentiment ¢ x pre ssed 
by me a few days sinée, when correcting the 
gentleman from Virginia, in reference to the po- 
sition of Mr. Banks, and in addition to that to 
say, that I myself am a member of the American 
order, and also a Republican. I call myself an 
American Republican. ‘The House and the 
country may put what construction they please 
upon that, ind draw what inference they choose. 

Mr CARLILE. I desire to inquire of the 
rentieman from Massachusetts who has just 
taken his seat, whether he was a supporter for 
the office of Governor of the State of Massachu- 
setts, of Mr. Rockwell, or Mr. Gardiner? 

Mr. DAMRELL. In answer to that question 
1 will say, that the nomination of Mr. Gardiner 


was a nomination made after the m« 


etin’ o| a 
convention called by the American party and 
others, which nominated Mr. Rockwell. oy felt 
bound, as an American, to stand by the nomin- 
ation of the first convention. Mr. Gardiner 
never was my personal choice, but he received 
the nomination of that convention, and L believed 
him to be a good and a true man. I did not en- 
ter into the canvass on account of my health 
and [ may say I had no desire to ent r into ot. 
{ was placed in an unnatural position by the 
conduct of Mr. Gardiner, and I could not go into 


the canvass. 


But | believed, and I now believe, 
that the nomination of Mr. Rockwell was a fair 
one by the American party. 

Mr. CARLILE. I wish to inquire further of 
the gentleman, whether his friend, the distin- 
ruished gentleman [Mr. Banks] from his own 
State, for whom he has been voung for Speaker 
for many weeks, was himsel’ a supporter of Mr. 
Rockwell, or a supporter of Mr. Gardiner ? 

Mr. DAMRELL. That gentleman can answer 
for himself. Il was not in the canvass. 

Mr. CARLILE. I trust I may be allowed the 
indulgence of the House for a very few moments. 
| have not heretofore trespassed upon the time of 
the House, and | do not desire to do so now. I 
am honest in the political principles which | pro- 
fess to represent here, and | desire that other 
gentlemen, occupying the position which they do, 
should present to the House, either themselves, 
or through their friends, the true position which 
they occupy. Americanism in Massachusetis— 
as expounds d by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts—is not Americanism in Virginia. 

A Voice. We don’t deny that. 

Mr. CARLILE. In reply, Mr. Clerk, to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr, Grow,} I 
will say that the honorable gentleman for whom 
I have been votung [Mr. Futier) has defined his 
position. 

Mr. GROW. How has the gentleman defined 
his position in reply to the question propounded 
to him by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gip- 
DinGs?] 
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Mr. CARLILE. I repeat that the gentleman 


. 
. i 
admired as a man, to whom my heart warmed, 
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and [ answer it in this way: In 1852 the 





People 


for whom I have voted [Mr. Futter} has de- | and to whom I became attached on a very short || of the northern States were urged by their sour). 

fined it satisfactorily to every reasonable mind in | aequaintanceship, (Mr. Funver;) but when I || ern brethren to acquiesce in the slavery oben. 

this House. found that that gentleman did not agree with me || ae one of which was a barbarous and in 
A Memper. Well, we are all satisfied. in opinion—and he had the manhood and honesty || human law for the recapture of fugitive slave . 


Mr. GROW. I referred tothe gentleman from 
Iilinois, {Mr. Ricttanpson. } 

Mr. CARLILE, (continuing.) 
to every patriot that loves the union of these 
States, though not satisfactorily to Black Repub- 
licanism. [Laughter.] 

And now, sir, one word more and I shall have 
done. Since my absence from this city I have had 
my attention called to some resolutions said tohave 
been adopted in the capital of my Own State. 
Lest these resolutions might mislead gentlemen, 
I tell them here—-and I believe in that I speak the 
voice of the American party in the South—that 
the harmony of no party which ignores the sla- 


Satisfactorily | 


to tell me so—lI left him, and voted for another 
gentleman, (Mr. Banxs,| who I thought enter- 
tained the same opinions as I do. Now, Mr. 
Clerk, I do not intend to be party led, nor have | 
I ever been, but the charges which have been | 
made in the public prints, and reiterated here by | 
the honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Camp- | 
BELL,] should be, 1 think, answered by Mr. 
Banks before he can get my vote. The gentle- 
men who have been voting for him for the last 
five weeks have also silent, and given no | 
answer to these 1 think that for his | 
own sake, and I know that for the sake of my 
own consistency, he should answer one ques- | 


be en 


charges. 


i} 
i} 


The great majority of our people did so upon the 


| solemn declarations of both the great political 


| these oO pres should be repealed by Coy. 


parties, that all further agitation of the slayer. 
question should cease. Yet within two veare 
while these pledges were faithfully observed ty r 
tepresentatives of the southern States, of both 
political parties, did demand that the eldest «: 


1a 
. ‘ 


gress; and, with shame I say it, they’ foun 
enough aid in the northern States to accomplish 
thelr purpose. Now I say, that, until our soutly 
ern brethren come forward and reinstate the clays 
prohibiting slavery in the north and west of Mie. 
souri, or until that question be settled by the 


; . " tts . : a ad- 

very question can be preserved. tion; that ean be done in one word. The ques- || mission of Kansas asa free State into the Unio 
¢ a ° 2 4 ° : ° . - ’ 

1 would like, if it were in my power, and if I || tion is, ‘* Is Mr. Banxs, the eandidate for Speaker [ cannot go with them in any party organization 
had the time, to call the attention of the people in this House, a member of the American party, When this is done, it will be time enough for 


of this country to the remarks which the gentle- 
man from Tennessee on my right {Mr. Soirn]} 
made here this morning. From the resolution 
adopted by his party in caucus, and published in 
the Union, I had supposed that the members of 
that party had determined to devote their time 
exclusively to the organization of this House from 
this time henceforth until an organization should 
be effected; but I confess that 1 was surprised 
when I heard a presidential electioncering speech 
full from that gentleman’s [Mr. Smiru’s| lips by 
way of his speaking to a personal question. | 
have done. : 

Mr. COMINS. I wish to ask a question of 
the gentleman from Virginia, |Mr. Carune.] | 
want to know whether, in the last contest in his 
State, he supported, for the governorship, Mr. 
Flourney or Mr. Wise? 

Mr. CARLILE. Sir, I was with the seventy- 


three thousand who voted for Mr. Flournoy, 


although I did not vote myself, not being in the 
county the day of the election. 

Mr. COMINS. ‘The reason I asked the ques- 
tion was, that the otherday I heard gentlemen 


from Louisiana {Mr. Eustis] and from ‘Tennes- | 


see, claiming to belong tothe American party, con- 


gratulating the country on the defeatof Mr. Flour- || 


noy, and of course 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Caruite] could 
have voted for him. [{Laughter.] 

Mr. CARLILE. Lam not here as the defender 
of Mr. Flournoy. 
district; nor have 
acquaintance with 


I the pleasure of a personal 
him; but the Representative 


I am not from his immediate | 


did not suppose that the | 


of his district on this floor, although differing | 
politically from him, will bear testimony that a | 


more high-minded, honorable gentleman does not 
live. He would be as far as any other man in the 
Union, or out of it, from interfering with the civil 
or religious liberties of any citizen of this country. 

Mr. SNEED. I desire to correct the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Comins] who put 
the question just now to the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia,| Mr. Caruite.] He stated that a gentleman | 


from ‘Tennessee had the other day congratulated 
the country on the defeat of Mr. Flournoy, of 
Virginia, in the contest for the governorship of 
that State. I desire to say that no member of 
the American party in the Tennessee delegation 
will take it upon himself to say that he entertains 
any such sentiment as that. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Mr. Clerk, I have to take the 
responsibility on myself. 1 said that. [Laugh- 


ter. 

died the matter dropped, and the Clerk re- 
sumed the call of the roll. 

Mr. MACE (when his name was called) said: 
I wish to state, Mr. Clerk, that in view of the 
night session said to have been resolved on, the 
gentieman from the Lexington district of Ken- 
tucky (Mr. ALexanprr K. Manswatr] and my- 
self have made an agreement, from the present, 
and for all time to come, that every day, at pre- 
cisely a quarter past three o’clock, we leave this 
House, and do not return again until twelve 
I wish to have this state- 


| my position. 


| for free labor; and I say now, that I never will 


| any advantage from repealing the compromise of 


| admission of any slave State that may be formed 
| out of the territory north and west of Missouri. 


oris he not?” If he is, 1 will give him my vote; 
but if he is not, I eannot do so. [A pause, and 
cries of ** Answer!’’| I have not yet voted. 
Does the gentleman answer? 
r sponse.] As the gentleman does not answer, 

I vote for Mr. Pennincron. [After listening to | 
some suggestions from members im his vicinity:] 
It appears that my question has not been fairly 
put, perhaps. Now l am willing to give Mr. 
Banks every chance that I can possibly give him; 
and I will candidly admit that if I vote against 
that eentleman for Speaker, and if I were a can- 


{There was no || 


them to appeal to me to become what I once gloried 
in being—a conservative Whiec. : 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I understand ths 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] to admit 
that in no instance can he point to an oceasiny 
where there has been any legislation asked for oy 


| the part of the slaveholders of the country. 


didate in my district to-morrow, I would be || 


beaten five to one. My own father has writ@n 
me a letter, last week, urging me to stick to Mr. | 
Banks to the last. But if the dearest friend that 
ever God gave me upon earth should ask me to | 
vote fora man who is not a member of the Amer- | 
iean organization, | would not vote for him. | 
[Applause in the galleries.] I want that to be 
understood. Now, will the gentleman [Mr. 
Banks] be kind enough to tell me whether he is, 
or is not, a member of the American party? I 
will add—and I want this to go to the country— 
that I admire his talent and appreciate his fitness 
for the post to which he aspires, 

{There was no response, and Mr. Ropison 
allowed his vote to go for Mr. Pennineron. | 

Mr. SHERMAN, (on his name being ealled.) 
I desire to say a few words; and I would pre- 
face them with the remark, that I do not intend, 
while I have a seat in this House, to occupy much 
of its time in speaking. But 1 wish to state now 
why I have voted, and shall continue to vote, 
for Mr. Banks. I care not whether he is a 
member of the American party or not. I have 
been informed that he is, and I believe that he 
is. But I repeat | care not to what party he be- 
longs. Lunderstood him to take this position: | 
that the repeal of the Missouri compromise was 
an act of great dishonor, and that under no cir- 
cumstances whatever will he—if he have the 
power—allow the imstitution of human slavery 
to derive any benefit from that repeal. That is 
I have been a Whig, but I will 
yield all party preferences, and will act in concert 
with men of all parties and opinions who will 
steadily aid in preserving our western Territories 


vote for a man for Speaker of this House, unless 
he convinces me, by his conduct and by his voice, 
that he never will, if he has the power to pre- 
vent it, allow the institution of slavery to derive 





Ls20. 

I believe Mr. Bawxs will be true to that princi- 
ple, and, therefore, 1 vote for him without regard 
to his previous political associations or to his ad- 
herence to the American party. I vote for him 
simply because he has had the manliness to say 
here, that, having the power, he will resist the en- 
croachments of slavery, even by opposing the 


I vote for Mr. Banks. 
I would 


| breaking down the Missouri compromise. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I understand that the yo. 
peal of the Missouri compromise was for the 
purpose of extending the institution, and for that 
reason alone was asked for by the slaveholders 
of the country. It has been so regarded in the 
southern States, and violénce has been used to 
accomplish it. A distinguished member from 
South Carclina [Mr. Orr] has recently pubtished 


|| an address, in which he boasts that the result of 


the repeal of the Missouri compromise has been 
to extend slavery into Kansas, by the removal of 
the restriction against slavery, and that such was 
a part of the design of the Democratic party in 
[say 
that this measure was a measure for the benefit 
of the institution of slavery; that it was accom- 
plished by the Democratic party, and it now 
takes the responsibility of it; and until my breth- 
ren of the southern States, occupying with me the 
old Whig platform, will come forward and help 
resist tfie consequences of that measure, I cannot 
unite with them. I therefore have voted, and 


| shall continue to vote, for the gentleman from 


| Massachusetts—Democrat 





as he is—whatever 
opinions he may hold in reference to other matters. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky. The gentle- 
man from Ohio makes the allegation that the 
Democratic party is responsible for the repeal of 
the Missouri compromise. Now, sir, I disavow 
any such declaration. That provision in the 


| Kansas and Nebraska bill came from the Senator 


from Kentucky, [Mr. Drxon]—a Whig—and was 
accepted by Senator Dovetas. And when he 
attempts to make the Democratic party respons- 
ible for that feature of the measure, or to make 
a Democrat the author of it, he misapprehends 
the history of the country and the facts of the 
case, 

The CLERK. The Clerk must remind the 
gentleman from Kentucky that he is out of order. 
No debate is in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well. I have said «ll 
I desire to say. I only desired that the facts 
should stand ‘correct upon the record. 

Mr. TALBOTT (when his name was called) 
said: If the House will indulge me for a few min- 





utes, I desire to make a personal explanation. 
I hold in my hand the New York Courier ant 
Enquirer, in which I find the following pare- 
graph, contained in a letter from a Washingtot 
correspondent of that paper, dated December 
27, and signed “ Inspector.” The paragraph to 
which I desire to call the attention of the House 
reads as follows: 

“Mr. Bocock, of Virginia, Mr. Tatzorr, of Kentucky, 
and other decided friends of Mr. Ricw#arpson, have bee? 
absent to-day, and it is thought they are willing to allow 
Mr. Ban«s to be elected, if he ean be by the mere reduc 
tion of Mr. RicHarpson’s minority vote.’’ 


} 

| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky. 
| like to ask the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Surr- 
| MAN,] a question, and that is: what slaveholding 
| State has ever asked for legislation to promote the 


o'clock the next day. 
ment placed on the record,in order to relieve both 
of us from the necessity of making personal ex- 
planations hereafter. 1 vote for Mr. Banks. 


Sir, this paragraph attributes to me a willins- 
ness to see done in this House that, which I have 
studiously and zealously endeavored to _prevel! 





Mr. ROBISON (when his name was called) 
said: When I cast my first vote here for Speaker 
of this House, | cast it for a gentleman whom I 


interests of slavery ? 
Mr. SHERMAN. I will *cheerfull 


the question of the gentleman from 


answer 
entucky, 


Feral anecdenalntpeutiebantatenatesnneeeneseeetinrenettaeateereeese ee 


since we commenced the first ballot for Speaker, 
It imputes tome motives unknown to my head 
or heart, all of which I spurn with the unknow? 





